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CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Editorial
Dear Friends,

when we fail, be willing to run back to our beloved
whose precious blood washes away every blemish.
The final stretch is upon us. The world is taking
For there is no other name under heaven or on
on a shape that is ready for a world ruler, religion the earth whereby mankind can be saved. There is
and government. We have but a small window of no other suitor; no other world saviour except
opportunity before the Lord Jesus returns to
Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God.
rule—He who has been the one faithful and true
bridegroom. When He returns will He find a bride May this magazine stir your heart once again. May
who is faithful and true?
your desire for your beloved be fully awakened by
the encouraging words you pour over and the
Or will He find a bride who has left her first love
reports you read.
for another? It is an exciting time to live in, but
also challenging. The Spirit of the Anti-Christ is
Happy Reading,
already at work to help the bride find another
www.ear2hear.co.za (Web)
suitor other than her intended beloved, King
editor@ear2hear.co.za
(Email) †
Jesus. We need to make sure that we are keeping
our garments unspotted from the world; and
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Letter

from the
Chairperson

2

019 has come and gone and with it are
those opportunities to do many things
that could only be done at specific
moments during the year. It is sobering
to consider this, especially when one recalls the
words of the Lord Jesus in John 9:4 (NLT) where
He said, “We must quickly carry out the tasks

assigned us by the one who sent us. The night is
coming, and then no one can work.”
That “…night …” that He spoke of is already upon
many believers in the world as they face
harrowing persecution that they receive for their
faith in Jesus Christ. Developments in certain
Asian countries indicate that the governments
there have formulated legislation and the
technology to severely curtail and penalise
Christians who seek to actively live out their faith.

but heavenly; it is of God. Earthly love and
commitments will be swept aside by the sheer
hardship of our future circumstances.
The love of God, shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit (as we undergo hardships ) will last
forever. This love is one of the fruits of the Spirit
of Christ, moulded to perfection in us as we abide
in Him.
It's easy for a branch to abide on a vine under
normal circumstances. When the winds begin to
blow those branches which have not taken in all
the life-giving sap, will be in grave danger of being
torn off by the stormy blasts.

Analysts and military/political observers are
telling us that things are beginning to spiral out of
control, both locally and internationally. Many
We need to ready ourselves now, and this
believers have entered into politics in an effort to
readying includes a change in our hearts and
rectify matters. This is an act and option that I
mindsets. The Lord asked the prophet in Jeremiah believe could be dangerous for believers.
12:5 (NLT): “If racing against mere men makes you
Will you not rather abide in the living vine, and
tired, how will you race against horses?”
come out of this earthly mess victoriously in 2020
In like manner how can we claim as Peter did that and beyond?
we are ready to die for Jesus if we are not willing
to live for Him now at this present time? That
If not, then I ask: “Have I worked out an
being said, a long night of hardship and bitter
alternative solution that will carry me into the
challenges awaits the Church. Even so, there will future”?
be many glorious opportunities to be witnesses
My prayer and hope for you is that you will abide
for Jesus during our trials.
in the vine and continue to manifest the beautiful
nature and life of Jesus in the tough days ahead.
Many feel they are kind, but their kind
ness comes without love for others. Rather, the
Blessings
Bible says that “love
love suffers long and is kind”.
~ Alan Foxley - Chairperson, EAR2HEAR †
kind
When we have this kind of love, it is not human,

WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA

|

7

A

Spotless Bride… Is a
Waiting Bride.
The Bride of the Lord is
one that will be waiting
with expectation for her
bridegroom. She rests in His love
and perfect timing. She begins to
understand that His plans and
purposes are greater than she can
begin to imagine. She soaks in His
presence and meditates on His
teachings. She examines herself
through the mirror of the Holy
Spirit, who is the Holy seal on the
Bridegroom’s promised return. She,
in her waiting, takes time to learn
from the lives and examples of
others. The Holy Scriptures become
an intricate part of her temporary
sojourn.

For a
Spotless

Bride

A Spotless Bride… Is an Equipped
Bride.
The Bride of Christ is one whose oil
has been filled—the Holy Spirit is
the source of her strength; to help
her remain full and strong. Watchful
and surefooted in uncertain times,
the bride takes on the full measure
of her responsibility. Sharing the
Good News and making disciples, so
that the crown of glory that will
adorn her one day will grow in
honour of her coming Bridegroom.
A Spotless Bride… Is An Ignited
Bride.
The Bride of Christ is passionate
about her bridegroom. She is
passionate about His vision, His
purpose, His glory and His Kingship.
She submits herself to His plans so
that she can see that which was
instituted by Him comes alive. She is not intimidated by the powers of darkness; neither those who
are servants of the wicked one. Instead, she looks defiantly before her and from the high place of Her
God, she wields the weapons of war against the unseen enemy. Fighting for those who cannot fight for
themselves. Snatching many from out of the grips of hell.
A Spotless Bride… Is a Taken Bride.
In the preparations, the Bride undergoes multiple transformations. She is a work in progress;
constantly being renewed. Her growth is a moving toward perfection as her desire for the empty
gestures of life leaves her. She is consumed with love for her Bridegroom so that when she does fail,
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she washes her robes in the blood of the Lamb and is made white. She no longer loves her life if it is
one where her beloved Bridegroom is absent.
This is the Bride that Jesus is coming for—the Church. This Church is not determined by laws and
canons of men, nor by walls of denominations, or the schemes of the powerful. The Church is a Bride
chosen and raised up by Jesus Christ. A vibrant organism of living stones that are the redeemed and
filled with the Holy Spirit. A Bride that will prevail over the gates of Hell through Christ Jesus. †

Are you part of that Bride?
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Matthew 10: 7 – 8 NLT

“Go and announce to them that the
Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal
the sick, raise the dead, cure those
with leprosy, and cast out demons.
Give as freely as you have received”
received

J

esus tells us to “give as freely as
you have received”. This is an

interesting statement to make
to His disciples and it deserves
deeper investigation. What can be
said about Matthew 10: 7 – 8 is that
what we receive as reborn and
Spirit-filled followers of Jesus is far
more than you and I realise. What
we receive gives us the power to
HEAL the sick, RAISE the dead,
CURE the diseased and CAST out
demons. This may sound too good
to be true.
There is so much more to
understand than we realise. The
Followers of Jesus and the Early
Church believers held on to a
powerful belief in their time. The
gravity of this teaching has been
lost over the ages of Church history,
but in these last days is making a
comeback as more and more people
seek to live within the boundaries
that God has ordained for them.

HIDDEN
TREASURE
God’s aspiration for us is to
transform us for a future purpose
and glory. He doesn’t offer salvation
to mankind because He has nothing better to do. The day we became reborn and alive spiritually was
the first step of an exciting journey. The Greek word “metanoia
metanoia”
metanoia (pronounced met-an'-oy-ah) means to
have a change of mind or thinking – repentance. It is part of this transformational process in our lives.
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The whole person; in fact – body,
soul, and spirit is being moulded
by God for a glorious destiny that
we cannot perceive with the
flesh or soul – only by the Spirit
that God imparts to us.
 What is it that we are being
transformed into?
 What is it that the Lord is
trying to achieve in us?
Some critics say God is
transforming us into mindless
zombies. We know that this is
one of many such lies shared by
Satan to confuse people. Others
say we are being prepared for a
lifetime of harp-playing on a
cloud – also a false concept. If
only we knew…
We are being transformed into
the image and likeness of Christ
himself.
Does it mean that my unique
existence is being wiped out? No,
the Lord is just working in those
parts of us that have been
weakened by the enemy. This
means the Lord’s transformative
work touches our lives so that in
time we will NO LONGER be
susceptible to sin and be healed
in those areas where sin has
wounded or warped us.
We have been made in God’s
image but the enemy has done
everything He can to corrupt
that. Thankfully the Lord Jesus
won the greatest victory for us at
the cross. The day we believed in
Him as our saviour was the day
we opened ourselves up to
receive a deposit of His life into
us. 2 Corinthians 4:7 NLT says
that “We
We now have this light

shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are like
fragile clay jars containing this great treasure.
This makes it clear that our great power is from
God, not from ourselves”.

Many Christians understand that something
wonderful has taken place in their hearts and
they give God the credit for that.
This is where the transformational work is halted.
Receiving the treasure and never tapping into the
potential of what that treasure has to offer. Some
people are afraid of what might awaken if they
reach out to this treasure within them. Their fear
keeps them locked into a superficial religion
which 2 Timothy 3:5 HCSB, says is like “holding to

the form of godliness but denying its power.
Avoid these people!” The Lord’s intention was
never for us to keep that treasure within
untapped or unused.
Throughout the scriptures, there are many key
instructions to us to tap into the treasure God is
giving us so that we may honour our Father and
serve His purposes. Another way to describe this
treasure within us is “The Light”.
Jesus says to us about this light in Matthew 5:1416 NLT: “You
You are the light of the world—like
a city
world

on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a
lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a
lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your
good deeds shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your heavenly Father”.
Again we see that there is something truly
wonderful within us that should not be hidden
but exposed in the form of good deeds that shine
out to bring our heavenly Father glory.
If we truly knew what the treasure was inside of
us, we would experience a different walk with
God. One equipped with power and authority that
would cause the earth to spin faster.
Sadly, false modesty has been encouraged by
institutional Christian circles forcing them to
agree with Satan’s falsehood. They are Lie’s; such
lies as “Only Jesus is the Light of the world”; “Only

Jesus can heal, raise the dead and cast out
demons”. The Lord Jesus would never lie to us. If
He says we are the light of the world. Then He
means it. If He says we can do the works of
heaven, then we can do them. Either we believe
Jesus or we don’t.
We cannot expect to have a Kingdom impact on
the nations while being below par in making a
difference. God’s power working through us
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA

|

11

becomes a testament of His love in action.
So what is the treasure inside?
Since the earliest days of Jesus’ ministry, we see
Him speaking about the light within us (Matthew
5:14-16) or the Kingdom of God within (Matthew
4:17; Luke 17:21). The early Church’s Apostolic
leaders also spoke of a “treasure”, a mystery
revealed to Jews and gentiles as well. Teachings
the early Church not only accepted but also
believed most seriously.
We read in Colossians 1:25-27 NLT, that: “God has
given me the responsibility of serving his church
by proclaiming his entire message to you. This
message was kept secret for centuries and
generations past, but now it has been revealed to
God’s people. For God wanted them to know that
the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles,
too. And this is the secret: Christ lives in you.
you This
gives you assurance of sharing his glory”.

Christ lives in You!!
What a powerful revelation to us as the Bride of
Christ. Christ is within us! That is why we can be
called the “the Light of the World”. This is why
we can do the miraculous. This is why we can say
the “Kingdom is near” or the “Kingdom is among
us”.
Even the name of the coming Emmanuel which
was prophesied centuries before the arrival of
Jesus means God is with and in us!
It is not us, but the power of Christ that works
through us. It is, in a sense, the key to
understanding and unlocking our entire Christian
walk allowing us to leave stagnation and move
into the abundant life offered to us by Jesus
Christ.
Unless we believe this basic truth that Christ
Jesus is within us, our journey with the Lord will
be powerless and purposeless.
In Matthew 17:20 NLT, Jesus says: “You
You don’t have
enough faith,” Jesus told them. “I tell you the
truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard
seed, you could say to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’ and it would move. Nothing would
be impossible.”

12
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Our faith takes on a new meaning when we move
with God in the knowledge that Christ is living
and working through us as His co-workers. Our
prayers change; our motivations change; our
view of the impossible changes. What was once
too big for us, is now a small issue compared to
Christ who lives within.
Isaiah 61: 1 – 2 “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD

is upon me, for the LORD has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that
captives will be released and prisoners will be
freed. He has sent me to tell those who mourn
that the time of the LORD’s favour has come, and
with it, the day of God’s anger against their
enemies”.
When we realise that it is Christ within us at
work, then Isaiah 61:1-2 NLT takes on a new
meaning for us. When we preach the Gospel of
the Kingdom we know it is by the power of Christ
Jesus within that works to touch the poor. When
we pray we can say “by the power of Christ in
me… be healed, be restored, be set free…” we can
be confident that the Lord will do it. Knowing
that as we are busy with the Father’s business He
is glorified for the good deeds being done to heal
the broken-hearted, deliver prisoners and release
captives.
You may say – but only if it is according to God’s
will! How can we know?
If you are not doing the will of God – then the
presence of Christ won’t be with you for too long.
You cannot serve your will and God’s will. We can
only have ONE Lord in our lives – sitting on the
throne of our hearts. Either it is Jesus on that
throne or self. If Jesus is ruling in your life, then
you will submit yourself to Him to listen to His
desire for each person and situation you meet –
to ensure you are doing exactly what He wants
you to do.
There is no sickness or death or disease or
brokenness in heaven. God wants us to
demonstrate His Kingdom and love to this dying
world to give them a taste of what is to come. He
has chosen us, who are reborn and Spirit-filled to
do just this. It may take some practice. It may
take a leap of faith at times – but do it we must!
~ From “A Kingdom Perspective” by EAR2HEAR †
|
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t is the smallest acts of obedience that can
bring some of the greatest returns to us. The
Holy Scriptures tell us that we should not
despise the day of small things. What may be
small in the eyes of others is often praised by
heaven itself. The following stories are snippets
of what happened during 2019; as people by Faith
extend their hearts to those seeking for God’s
great grace:
Our first report we share with you is from two
missionaries Yvonne & Gretna who use the
Gospels of John and Bibles to reach people. They
write of a particular incident at a bank in South
Africa saying:
“ Gretna and I were standing in a long line in the

24,000 units
The number of resources
sent out to reach
individuals in 2019. This
includes Gospels of John,
Bibles, Leaders
Resources and Hope
Boxes among others.
This a new record for us at
EAR2HEAR.

bank to make a deposit. Next to us there was a
lady whom we knew from one of the shops. I
must admit, I was often thinking of asking Gretna
that we leave, because this whole operation was
taking ages. But, all of a sudden I thought of
something, I said to Gretna, "Don't you have some
of the Gospels of John with you"? She looked, and
yes she had. So, I explained to this lady,
whose name is Johanna, that we
have a very good booklet with
us that we want to give to
her.
This booklet will show
her how to become a
child of God. She said
English is fine. But, I
just had a feeling we
could do better. I
asked what her
language was, and it
was Zulu. Lo and
behold, Gretna had one
Zulu booklet
also. Everything of this was
the mighty Holy Spirit
working in me and Gretna and
also long before, the Holy Spirit also
made her put that exact booklet in her bag.

Sowing
Seeds with
EAR2HEAR

ALL GLORY TO GOD!

Reaching
out to CAR GUARDS

So, after a few minutes, I glanced in Johanna's
direction. She was reading the Zulu booklet, and
I could see how it gripped her. Her eyes almost
popped out of their sockets, as she was busy
reading it. Later on we found that she was in a
false church all her life and because of that, she
had never heard or read any of these biblical
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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truths. It opened a new world to her. At last we
were finished in the bank, she also, and she could
not thank us enough for what we had given her.
She said, "I really want to thank you so much, I
cannot tell you how much this has meant to me."
For many years EAR2HEAR has had an active
interest in reaching CAR GUARDS within Pretoria.
Many are foreign nationals who have desperately
come to our borders for work. Loneliness and
rejection are all too common for the men who try
to earn a respectable, but challenging income.
The hardest for these men is simply the fact that
they feel either hostility or indifference in a
country that is meant to be 80% Christian – and a
tourist hotspot.
Simply by speaking to these men and sharing the
love of Jesus will make a big difference. You may
not know this but many of them take their small
earnings and send it back to their countries so
that their families can survive. The rest, if
sufficient, may buy them enough food for the
month. Pretoria, like many growing cities, is
increasingly a difficult place to live in. The high
cost of living is one of the many issues in cities.
Some men cannot afford a roof over their heads
and as such live on the street or in shelters.
Itumeleng Mokwena is a nursing sister by
profession who has recently been touched with a
desire and passion to share her faith.
Understanding the great responsibility that lies
on all of us to do just that, she has embarked on
taking Gospels of John and Bibles to where she
works.
Itumeleng is also a key person in the work being
done with EAR2HEAR in the township of
Saulsville and we are praying that the Lord will
bless her labour. Her plans are to take the work
into the township of Soshanguve in the near
future and we look forward to the harvest that
comes from that.
Hendrina Lategan has been a dear supporter of
our ministry for many years, and has recently
been a wonderful help to EAR2HEAR; supporting
and encouraging a missionary from Asia.
Cape Town is far away for most of us who work
further north and we rely on points of contact
such as Hendrina to carry the love of Jesus over
into the lives of those discouraged and hurting.
There Hendrina also shares the Good News using
the Gospels of John.
14
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Wendy Swarts is an amazing woman, who plans
to go into mission work in the near future. While
she waits on God’s perfect timing, Wendy has
been sending EAR2HEAR regular consignments of
resources, such as Bibles and tracts so we can
continue the work we do free of charge.
Wendy is a single mother and business owner caring for her aged parents; she still finds ways of
helping us bearing all the costs. It is amazing to
see what people of God are willing to do for the
propagation of the Good News. We hope Wendy’s
example inspires you.
Ps. Elijah and Thandiwe Nxumalo are a very
special couple. While they are advanced in years;
they are still young at heart. They share the
Gospel of Jesus with a love and energy that
excites one as they tell of it.
We have seen during EAR2HEAR events, how the
Lord has raised them up, more and more, to make
a major difference in their township
Atteridgeville. We have received wonderful
feedback on their work during the year, touching
lives and sharing resources such as the Gospels of
John and Bibles that we were blessed to share
with them.
Pastor Petrus Lekgoati from Revival Again
Ministries who works in Leeufontein,
Mpumalanga is a beautiful man of God. Among his
many responsibilities is reaching the 6 schools in
his community. He hosts holiday activities for the
children and was very excited to receive a parcel
of holiday craft materials Gospels of John and
other resources.
Pastor Kenny received a sound system for his
Church in Kwa Mahlanga and collected boxes of
Gospels of John for his community.
Lindiwe Radebe who works together with Vaal
Combined Fellowship of Churches writes to us in
her own words saying: “Our combined service

went very well under HIS Grace. I want to say
many church representatives took Gospels of
John to distribute in their respective communities
and churches. We also asked questions like “How
How
many books are there in the old Testament and
NT”
NT . The one who responded with correct
answers received a Bible. But it was a bit
disappointing to realize that people are not
reading their Bibles. I got the answers after some
|
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Wendy Swarts

Mrs. Itumeleng Mokwena

Mrs. Hendrina Lategan

Mrs. Thandiwe Nxumalo
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Pastor Petrus is far left. Pastor Kenny in centre

time, but GOD is with us all otherwise. We still
do have remaining Gospel boxes. Our outreach
in Evaton Mall will be on 26 October 2019, where
prayer will start at 9am with us at the Mall from
11am to 1pm. We pray for many souls to be
converted by the power of the HOLY SPIRIT in
JESUS NAME”.
She later reported back on the outreach to
Evaton Mall saying: “I must thank GOD for HIS

Grace. We managed to go to Evaton Mall on
Saturday to evangelize. We distributed a lot of
John’s Gospels that we took, BUT in the middle of
that, our Gospel books were taken by the Mall
security. They did not want any explanation as
we are not allowed to evangelize there.
They kept the John Gospel books in their office.
The supervisor said their higher authority said
they will release the books at 2pm from 11am.

Vaal Combined leaders fellowship
October 2019
16
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Outreach with Gospels of John
at Evaton Mall with Lindie
Radebe

We waited there for the books
to be released. But at around
1:30pm, as we pleaded they
gave us the books.
Two of the security guys
requested the Gospel books at
the end. And as we were sitting
there, we managed to
evangelize to these two. We
will make arrangements and
complete our task in December
2019 for closure”.
We are grateful for the open
doors Refilwe Orphan Care give
us when we work together
with them each time.
Activity booklets in
Northern Sotho
sponsored by the
Bible Society of South
Africa were provided
for 300 children .
EAR2HEAR procured
them in time for the
school holidays. Bible
literacy in the
mother tongue of
these beautiful
children is essential
for ongoing spiritual
maturity. We are so
grateful to be part of
a chain that works to
reach this
generation— the
future of this
country.
Portia Matlala
(Chairperson) of
Refilwe Orphan Care
along with a
committee member
to collect sponsored
resources.
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Deon Du Plessis from Kuruman in
the Northern Cape has been a
blessed brother and a privilege for
EAR2HEAR to connect with over the
years.
He made an appeal during the year
asking: “If you guys have any full

text bibles to spare please let me
know. It’s for a church in the
townships here in Kuruman. English
or Tswana. The people are real
hungry for the word but in
Kuruman everyting is falling apart.
Anything will be welcome that can
be used in Church”.
EAR2HEAR could help with some of
their needs but towns and villages
exist like this all over South Africa
and beyond, demand is
overwhelming.

Teachers at a local school in
Kuruman getting their copies
for them and their children.

Please pray for EAR2HEAR
as we have a regular need for
Bibles and Gospel of John tracts
in many languages for countries
throughout the world. Consider
sending Bibles or tracts to
P.O. BOX 26730, Gezina, 0031
South Africa.
Or email us for more information
at info@ear2hear.co.za
All resources are distributed
freely to communities where this
need exists, and doors open for
us to do so. †
18
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SEEKING GOD’S
WILL FOR US

A

ll that sincere Christians want to do is
God’s His will by serving Him in one way or
another. Indeed, the Lord’s prayer says:
“your kingdom come, your will be done”.
done”

This verse is a clear answer for those wanting to
know what God wants them to do for Him. If your
response is: “But I want to know how I must serve
God in ministry” then my reply is:

Many are therefore earnestly looking around,
asking God: “What is your will for me to do,
Lord?”
Lord?”.

“Unless the Kingdom of God is constantly active
in your life, you cannot truly serve God in
ministry anyway”.

Waiting on God involves waiting for an answer to
such a request. This is the “your kingdom come”,
part. Unfortunately, many start speculating as to
what God’s will is, instead of letting the Lord
bring and reveal His kingdom to them first.
Only once the Lord has done this, will He reveal to
people how He wants them to serve Him.

Matthew 6:33 (NLT) says: “Seek the Kingdom of

God (not your calling) above all else, and live
righteously, and He will give you everything you
need (including direction and empowerment).”
If you are still concerned; Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)
tells us not to worry about anything, but instead,
to: “...pray
“...pray (commune/fellowship with God)

Many start doing something before they even get
a clear and confirmed answer.
I wonder how many ministries have gone forth to
Churches and into the mission field that were
motivated by: “We’ve got to do something;
anything for God!”

about everything. Tell God what you need (make
request), and thank Him (express your gratitude)
for all He has done. Then you will experience
God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and
minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”

Let’s then focus on how God brings and reveals
His kingdom to people. In Luke 17:20-21 (NLT) the
Lord Jesus was asked: “When will the Kingdom of

A heart at peace is a heart ready to hear from God.
You may still have one question though, which is;

God come?” He replied, “The Kingdom of God
can’t be detected by visible signs. You won’t be
able to say, ‘Here it is!’ or ‘It’s over there!’
For the Kingdom of God is already among you.”
Those searching must therefore ask:
“How is the Kingdom of God among us?”.
The answer, of course, is in Christ living out His
life in Christians all around us. Now let’s look at
what is happening in that Kingdom and in the
lives of those who are doing God’s will. In 1
Thessalonians 5:6-18 (NLT) the scripture says:

“Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful
in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you
who belong to Christ Jesus”.

“What do I ask God for; I’m still unsure what His
will is for me”.
Once again, the scriptures reveal to us God’s
provision, saying in Romans 8:26 NLT:

“And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness.
For example, we don’t know what God wants us to
pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with
groanings that cannot be expressed in words.”
The answer is therefore: “don’t worry about your
calling, just keep close to God; if you do that,
everything else will fall into place Everything will
happen as He promised; in His good time and
purpose.”
~ By Alan Foxley, Chairperson - EAR2HEAR †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Closing the back-doors
of unresolved trauma.
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ou are Made to Survive…
Every person has a built-in survival
mechanism designed to help them to cope
in life. This 6th sense helps us to navigate the
stress and dangers that may or may not present
themselves as physical harm to ourselves or those
we love. It may be as simple as avoiding a bee to
prevent a potentially life-threatening sting. A
stressful day at the office with demanding clients
can equally challenge our survival instincts .
Our sense for danger and stress is linked very
closely to physical responses in our body. So when
feeling endangered or threatened, our body
prepares to fight back if dealing with an aggressor
or running from an opponent who may be too
overwhelming.

pressure and hurt to us in body, soul and spirit.
The interaction with stress and danger brings
resulting effects known as TRAUMA.
Every person’s ability to confront difficult or
stressful situations is different. Not one person is
the same in dealing with danger or stress. It is
therefore important that we discover more about
trauma and its effects on us personally. It is also
important that we do not judge other people for
not handling their trauma as well as we think we
can. Hindsight is easy to employ when reflecting
on the dangers and stresses of others.

Twisting God’s Creation
Satan our enemy has an arsenal of forces at his
fingertips. His desire is to exploit and twist God’s
creation by exploiting the protections God has
Our Bodies In Action
placed within us to keep us safe from dangerous or
Faced with danger or stress, our bodies, in a split- stressful situations. Inflicting trauma is one way he
second moment, releases adrenaline into our
makes us vulnerable to attack. John 10:10 NLT tells
bodies from our adrenal glands. This causes the
us that the “thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and
heart to pump more blood and oxygen throughout destroy”.
the body; the adrenaline also fires up our bodies’
insulin production and food reserves to allow cells By generating circumstances that bring a
consistent onslaught upon us trauma after trauma
to absorb more food from the bloodstream. This
is experienced, but there is never enough time
gives us the bursts of energy we need to fight or
between traumatic situations for us to recover. In
escape at the right moment. Our nerve centres’
responses are also heightened and neurons in the many people a single case of trauma need only
remain untreated to cause harm. Our unresolved
spine and brain begin firing at an alarming rate.
trauma becomes an exposed opening for the
enemy to stir negative emotions within.
This physical response by the body is far more
Unhealthy fear, anxieties and in extreme cases,
complicated than this article can describe, but in
some people developing phobias or even postshort, it is something that should only be
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
experienced on rare occasions. Be assured, this
Unresolved traumas become a gateway for these
whole process is good when it protects us from
harm or stress, but if it is experienced too often, it conditions to take ground within. Little do we
know and understand that a spiritual entity known
becomes dangerous for us. If our adrenaline is
released too often or is constantly flowing because as the Spirit of Fear is responsible for entering
through our trauma to wreak its destructive work
of ongoing dangers or stresses - it can cause a
variety of damaging mental and physical problems. upon us.
The Spirit of Fear has been in operation for a very
Adrenaline junkies who love extreme sports find
long time – hints at his existence are made within
this out as they get older. This physiological
the Holy Scriptures. He was there since the
response to stress and danger is amazing as you
beginning of creation when Eve became anxious
ponder how God never left us completely
defenceless, but gave us what we need to survive a that she was losing out on becoming like God.
Thousands of years later it works to undo the
possibly hostile or stressful situation.
world around us. This evil spirit is known to bring
terror to individuals, entire armies and even
Trauma.
nations. He works to destroy mankind, and
It takes a while for our bodies and minds to recover especially those who are redeemed by God.
from a single stressful or dangerous experience.
Sometimes we face multiple dangerous or stressful
Fear & The Believer
experiences in a day which may inflict much
The believer can experience the evil touch of the
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Spirit of Fear like any other person. Through
unresolved trauma, this spirit controls the decision
and actions of people using fear of stress or danger.
Reading this it may not sound too serious; we must
understand that the Lord did not set us free from
slavery only to allow a demonic spirit to bring us
back into bondage and slavery again. This is what
the Spirit of Fear will do. The master of fear is a
cruel spirit, stealing your peace in your waking
hours and disrupting your rest in your sleeping
hours.

what will we do now?” the young man cried to
Elisha.
“Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him. “For there are
more on our side than on theirs!” Then Elisha
prayed, “O LORD, open his eyes and let him see!”

The LORD opened the young man’s eyes, and when
he looked up, he saw that the hillside around Elisha
was filled with horses and chariots of fire.”
The young man’s trauma was to go outside and
realise they were surrounded and most probably
his conclusions were – there is nothing we can do.
Elisha addresses the Spirit of Fear telling the young
2 Peter 2:19b NLT Tells us that “For you are a slave man “DO NOT BE AFRAID”.
to whatever controls you”. This is a shocking
Politicians have been known to use widespread
statement by the Apostle Peter, but very true. It is fear tactics to sweep entire voting masses to their
one thing to be making life changing decisions
side. Fearful mobs have executed a mass number of
based on our God-given instincts; it is an entirely
women due to accusations of witchcraft. Even the
different situation when Fear is the one guiding us inquisitions in Europe caused the death of untold
to make important decisions that affect our lives
thousands for fear of disloyalty to the Christian
and the lives of those around us. When the Spirit of Faith. Those crusading for safety and security; and
Fear leads our lives, then Godly leading and Godthose in the mobs who are influenced by the feargiven instincts are suppressed. Jesus tells us in
mongers cannot see in their fearfulness - the
Matthew 6:24 NLT that “No one can serve two
control of the Spirit of Fear drives them to commit
masters. Either you will hate the one and love the mindless acts.

other, or you will be devoted to the one and
despise the other”. We serve that which we fear

Closing the Backdoors of Trauma
Dealing with past trauma can be a painful process.
If we want to pursue wholeness then the following
steps may help you on the road to healing:
 Submit your hurts or brokenness, stresses and
woundings to the Lord. You have a dear friend in
“Fear of the LORD is a lifethe Lord Jesus. He is closer than a brother.
life-giving fountain; it offers
Confide your pain and hurt in Him.
escape from the snares of death” Proverbs 14:27
NLT. Fearing the Lord will actually assure that we “There are “friends” who destroy each other, but a
know life. More and more diseases are being linked real friend sticks closer than a brother” Proverbs
to fear and anxiety. Medical researchers are
18:24 NLT.
finding that negative emotions shape our lives in
ways we cannot begin to fathom. Some are now
 Work through each trauma as the Holy Spirit
discovering strong links between diseases such as
brings it to your attention. Don’t allow your
Parkinsons, Coronary Disease and many others to
trauma to remain a problem. Speak to the Holy
fear and anxiety. Certainly this is something to
Spirit and ask Him for help in revealing past
consider!
hurts that may be hampering you. You can also
close the doors of past trauma by speaking to a
friend about it. Find a support group or a reliable
Blindness and Deception.
counsellor to help you through the journey.
The Spirit of Fear truly blinds us more than we
Remember, if you are helping others through
understand. In 2 Kings 6:15 to 17 NLT, we read an
their trauma; give them the chance to debrief, to
interesting account of a young servant of Elisha.
speak about what is bothering them. Comfort
This servant who must have been exposed to many
them; don’t accuse or blame people as if they
wonderful encounters with His master was
could have done better.
suddenly blinded by sudden fear and anxiety.

the most. If we honour and reverently respect
(fear) God; then it is very difficult to fear anything
that comes our way. It is harder for the Spirit of
Fear to operate with us when our hearts are
surrendered to the fear of the Lord.

“When the servant of the man of God got up early
the next morning and went outside, there were
troops, horses, and chariots everywhere. “Oh, sir,
24
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the law of Christ” Galatians 6:2 NLT
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Sometimes we use our trauma as an excuse for
behaving in an unchristlike way. Our trauma
becomes a channel for hurting others if not healed.
Hurting people will always hurt others around
them. Repent if you have held on to past trauma to
manipulate God or the people around you… or
even yourself.
“let us strip off every weight that slows us down,

possibilities. It uses lies and blindness to
strengthen its hold over us.
The Spirit of the fear of the Lord is very different
from the fear and anxiety brought upon us by the
evil Spirit of Fear.

understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6-7 NIV.

“when the Father sends the Advocate as my
representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—He will
teach you everything and will remind you of
everything I have told you. I am leaving you with a
gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give
is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled
or afraid.” John 14:26-27 NLT



The Spirit of the fear of the Lord doesn’t take
advantage of our blindness but rather, wants us to
especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let have revelation of Him through knowledge and
us run with endurance the race God has set before wisdom from above. This places a deep awareness
about who the Lord is; and how much He loves and
us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
cares for us. “The unknown” future is the scariest
champion who initiates and perfects our faith”
Hebrews 12:1-2 NLT.
for many; with The Spirit of the fear of the Lord
we have peace regarding our past, present and
future.
Dealing with The Spirit of Fear
As you close the doors to past trauma you can also
take the opportunity to address the Spirit of Fear’s The Spirit of the fear of the Lord gives us strength
and counsel to do God’s will every time. It is not
infiltration into your life:
there to make us live in fear, as the Spirit of Fear
would.
It is there to teach us Holy reverence and
 Repent for allowing the Spirit of Fear to control
you or rule over your life through the backdoors of educate us in living effectively in the household of
God.
past trauma. Submit your fears, anxieties,
concerns and worries to God.
The Spirit of the fear of the Lord is the Holy Spirit;
Spirit
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
who will help us not only to live in the fear of the
situation, by prayer and petition, with
Lord; but will also give us His peace as we walk
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
with God in this troubled world…
the peace of God, which transcends all

Ask the Lord to become Lord of every area of
your life and surrender control of your being to
Him as your King.


“listen to the LORD who created you. O Israel, the
one who formed you says, Do not be afraid, for I
have ransomed you. I have called you by name;
you are mine”. Isaiah 43:1 NLT
Know that you belong to the Lord – ask God for
Revelation from the Holy Spirit and Holy
Scriptures to give you a solid assurance that you
belong to Him.



“The LORD is for me, so I will have no fear”.
Psalm 118:6 NLT

The Holy Spirit is the gift given to us by Jesus
Christ so we can know perfect peace. The Lord
Jesus makes it very clear; “I am leaving Him ” (the
the
Holy Spirit)
Spirit with you. He is not taking Him back.
You cannot get the Holy Spirit from the world – He
comes through Jesus Christ only. He is going to
teach you EVERYTHING! No longer do we have to
allow the Spirit of Fear to keep us in ignorance or
fear of what may happen. Our God will heal us and
deliver us from all our fears.

The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord!
Isaiah 11: 2-3 HCSB says “The Spirit of the LORD

It is time to be set free, so that we can do the work
of the Kingdom effectively. Every weight that
will rest on Him (Jesus Christ) — a Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, a Spirit of counsel and would stop us must be cast aside.; including fear
strength, a Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of and anxiety, which must be cast down at the feet
of King Jesus.
the LORD.
LORD His delight will be in the fear of the
LORD”.
The Spirit of Fear takes advantage of the unknown ~ Excerpt from “The Spirit of Fear” by EAR2HEAR †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Main: Pastor Lebo (left)
and Khathu Mposi (Right)

T

his year we distributed more Hope Boxes to
local and international workers passionate
about the Kingdom of God. Willem Kelber
from Campus Crusade for Christ in Pretoria gives
us some feedback saying:

“I am glad to give some report on a Hope Box that
I could give to a lady Pastor Lebo Mabena and her
youth leader, Khathu Mposi (young man who is
Venda speaking) who work together in Kopanong
Pieraarspoort, east of Mamelodi.
Church leaders I trained in methods to evangelise
and disciple others. Her youth leader Khathu is
I've reached out last weekend with the Jesus Film her right hand and ministers to about 10 youth
(as reported earlier) and Past Lebo was one of the (teenagers). I've given them a Hope Box on 19
26
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Main: Pastor Wycliff - Kenya

“Thanks for
the help with
the Hope Box.
It was very
effective”.

Feedback
April 2019 and taught them how to use it. It has
South African languages on it. I'll try to update
you on how they are doing. Please pray for them.
The whole area desperately needs Jesus”.
We also heard from Etrisia Lillie who runs
El’Trish Ministries in South Africa. Her focus is to
reach East Africa with the Good News of Jesus. A
wonderful woman of God, she told us very, very
shortly: “Thanks for the help with the Hope Box.
It was very effective”.
The Hope Box was used in Malawi and Kenya. In
the main photo we see Pastor Wycliff working

with the Kenyan Hope Box. He is a very effective
minister of the Good News and has an incredible
passion for God’s Kingdom.
We are preparing the launch of version 2.0 of the
Hope Box using newer, cheaper and more
effective technology.
Please keep praying for this project as we intend
to keep sharing the Hope Box as a free tool to
missionaries with a passion for the Gospel of the
Kingdom!
~ For more information please email us at
info@ear2hear.co.za †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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resent-day followers of Jesus are
becoming more aware of the need to
review what they have believed and
understood concerning God’s purpose for
their lives.
God’s ultimate focus is for us to realise His
incredible love for us; He asks us to step into
our calling as His sons and daughters – and
subsequently as heirs to the Kingdom.
The process of “stepping in” is a simple one
in theory. Knowing that God has promised
us a beautiful future is a far step from
making a commitment to grab that future
offered to us. We have been given the right to
become the children of God, let’s take full
advantage of it for John 1:12 NLT says “to all who

believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right
to become children of God”.
Many never fully exercise this right because they
do not believe or accept God’s good intentions.
They are Jesus followers in name only; and from
the outside seem very religious – but conflicted by
mental questions such as “is this real?” They are
aware that God has a plan for their life; but it
remains a dream castle – something to aspire to,
but never to receive.
While we are not responsible for our salvation, for
only Jesus Christ saves… we are still held
responsible for what we do with the salvation
given to us. Either we choose to believe in Gods
divine purpose and step into it, or we remain
behind in unbelief. The seriousness of living in
unbelief cannot be emphasised enough. In
extreme cases we are told that “the unbelieving…

they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning
sulfur. This is the second death." Revelation 21:8
NIV. This is clearly not what the Lord wants for
anyone. What can be done to break this burden of
unbelief?
The ongoing battle between belief and unbelief is
not a new one. Every person who hungers to have
a relationship with the Lord will wrestle between
believing God and experiencing outright unbelief.
The children of Israel battled with unbelief,
showing consistent inability to believe or accept
God’s intention of establishing them in their
divine destiny. Their story can help us with some
insights into overcoming the yoke of unbelief.
The great exodus out of Egypt was an enormous
feat of God. Millions of people born into a life of
slavery followed God’s chosen man, Moses, into
28
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THE YOKE OF
UNBELIEF
the desert to find a homeland promised by God.
What should have been a relatively simple trip of
a few weeks ended up being a complicated 40-year
journey with many casualties on the way.
One consistent issue that kept the yoke of
unbelief in place over these people was the slave
mentality of Moses’ generation that remained
with them for the entire journey. Logic will tell
you that you cannot be a slave and living in
freedom as a child of God at the same time. It is
not possible. These two positions are entirely
opposed to one another. God was offering the
Israelites the right to their freedom; similarly to
what we read in John 1:12. They had the right to

be free but did not accept their freedom.
The children of Israel had been in Egypt for 400
years. Many of them had become slaves to the
Egyptian empire and it was to be like that for
several generations. The slave mentality was
deeply ingrained when the Lord was called on for
help. It has been told that over the centuries
many slaves who were set free by their masters;
remained in their service for many years
afterwards. Despite the wonderful legal
opportunities presented to them to fully exploit
their new-found freedom; they could not think
outside their captivity. Predatory animals born in
captivity are also difficult if not impossible to
rehabilitate back into the wild. They will struggle
to leave the cage that they are bound to; and will
die of starvation if freed, as they will not know
how to hunt for themselves.
The Lord insisted that Moses lead His people out
of Egypt for one very good reason. Moses never
grew up in slavery. Even the family of Moses
could not be asked to lead because they all
|
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worked as slaves or servants.
Moses was the only man of his
people to know what it was to
live like royalty; as a free man –
with the freedom to think and
choose his own destiny.
The people of Israel of Moses’
generation could not adjust to
the freedom offered to them.
Instead of stepping into their
promised destiny, their last
enslaved generation died in the
wilderness one by one except for Joshua and Caleb
and the new generations born out of the old,
enslaved one.
What is the big deal about the slave mentality in
the Kingdom of God anyway? Why does it matter
to God? How does this affect me?
As long as you have a slave mentality you will
always believe your relationship with God is a
master-slave one:
 Everything you will do will be out of hard work
– no rest.
 Everything you will do will be out of self-effort
– you must fend for yourself.
 Everything you do will be out of a sense of duty
because of you are honouring a contract. Most
slaves in the old days were seen as legally,
contracted workers.
 As slaves you have no benefits. As slaves you
only have what is given to you in order to carry
out your allocated tasks.
 As a slave there is little communication with
your master except to receive instructions.
 As a slave you would be subject to punishments
and rebukes.
 Your life as a slave counts for little. If you died
you were easily replaced.
When you consider these points, you can see how
easy it is for us to nurture the slave mentality
within us; it is easy to remain unbelieving about
God’s love if we feel we need to work and live so
hard to survive. The slave mentality remains the
cornerstone of most religions today. This is the
yoke that comes with unbelief.
God does not want to relate to us as a master
would relate to a slave; this is not a basis for a
love-relationship. His intention is for us to relate
to Him as a father and child would relate to one
another.
 He wants us to rest in His love.

He wants us to live and rule in His household as
co-workers – resting in His provision and in the
hospitality a good father would provide.
 He wants us to share in a son’s inheritance,
while slaves could only inherit their freedom
from their masters along with a possible
gratuity. Children of God inherit all things.
 Children of God can ask their Father for
generous gifts of love and mercy, and the
Father will happily bestow it.
 We are not Children of the Father based on a
contract but, by a spiritual “birth certificate”,
being born into the family of God with all the
rights and privileges that go with that.
 The Children of God are given the Holy Spirit as
a sign that what the Father promises them will
be fulfilled in full one day. The Holy Spirit gives
us the power to speak in heavenly languages so
as to communicate with the Spirit of God
directly.
 Children of God are disciplined, lovingly by
their Father, not punished like slaves.
 The Children of God are valuable to the Father
and He does all He can to protect them and
surround them with His armour.
With these points in mind, it is easy to believe
God’s salvation and accept His love. It is also easy
to accept and believe that God will throw off the
yoke of unbelief and step into the destiny that He
has purposed for us.


There are many who hold on to their religions
and worship of dead idols because they refuse to
ask God to help them to be released from the yoke
of unbelief. Jesus tells us to come to Him and He
will help us (Matthew 11:28-29). It is important for
you to ask the Lord to help you, to transform your
mind, to change the way you think.
If you are reborn by God’s Spirit, then you are no
longer a slave to this world… your mind and heart
needs to be convinced of that… Romans 12:2 NLT,
says: “Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of

this world, but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think”.
How quickly this happens depends entirely on
you and your willingness to surrender to God.
Sometimes we may need to be honest with God
saying, “Lord, I do believe; help me overcome my
unbelief” (see Mark 9:24 NLT)… if we are to break
out of slavery into the glorious freedom of the
Children of God.
~ Taken from “Unbelief” by EAR2HEAR. †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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CULTURE
of the
KINGDOM

realise that God had already
placed a blueprint in His word.
For us to truly be effective, we
need to follow the model He placed
in His word. We need His word and
the life of Jesus to impress us so much
that we allow Him to affect our values
and the cultures we hold so dear. The way
we do life is our culture, and if that doesn’t
look like Jesus, we should ask ourselves; are we
truly living His Kingdom Culture?

F

or years now,
Kingdom Culture has been ministering to
the homeless and drug addicts in Pretoria
Central Business District (CBD) and you cannot but
look at these extremely broken people and
wonder how will the Gospel really affect them.
What does the power of the Gospel look like for
them? It’s one thing to go through tough times,
but at night you don’t have to defend yourself
against nature's elements, people robbing you for
your piece of blanket or fighting off angry taxi
drivers that beat you simply because you are
homeless. How does it look to live in God’s
Kingdom in these harsh conditions?
The more I ponder these questions, the more I

30
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Bill Johnson put it this way “Values shape culture.

Understanding the concepts of culture, and its
impact reveals our potential for bringing a lasting
and healthy influence on the world around us. One
of the most vital assignments we have in life is to
discover and implement the values of heaven so
that we can see God's will fully realize in our lives.
.. As it is in Heaven. If our discovery is genuine, the
impact on us and others can be measured. The
effects of heaven's culture on individuals, families,
ministries, and all other aspects of the city life
must have outward, discernible significance to
prove authenticity. This is the purpose of
Kingdom Culture. ”
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OUR GOAL: We set out in 2019 to keep on
loving the one in front of us and to
purposefully go find the lost and the broken to
love them back to life through the grace of
Jesus Christ. I’ve learned that one can only
keep going when you are totally impressed
with who God is. To be lost in His love will
compel you to go back, regardless of the
circumstances. Regardless of the heartache you
experience, when you allow God’s presence to
impact your values. That’s when change sets in and
you cannot help share the love of the most
impressive God that you’ll ever meet.
We had the privilege to witness first hand how
people met Jesus as their King and Saviour, disciple
them, and we saw how they learn the value of a
culture of worship and of thankfulness towards the
Lord. They started embracing the revelation of
worship and because of that their perspectives
changed and it became a powerful driving force to
do good.
We had one such man this year that totally caught
me off guard. We met him on the streets with the
church on the street, one Wednesday evening . We
became friends and his hunger for Jesus was
tangible. It was only after a few months that he

told us one night that he had stopped smoking
“Gunga” because he is encountering the power of
God on a regular basis. His mind is sober and he is a
ball of energy. Sometimes you wonder how deep
the Gospel effects someone like this?
He was one of 75 people allowed to sleep in a
vacant building, which was arranged by a local
political party. Initially, it was fine, but then they
started insisting that he joins with the political
rallies and violence that they propagate. I
remember how he told me that his heart is
struggling with this because he is not the same
man he used to be. A week later he came to me and
he said that he is not okay with what they are
doing and expecting of him.
He has decided to go sleep in the park again. I
realised how deeply the Gospel of Jesus had
effected him and that his starting to live the Jesus
culture. He is now one of the worship leaders at
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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our Worship Centre’s
services and we’ve
assisted him to buy
stock to start a very
small business. It’s still
early days for the
business, but we believe
that someone who
allows his values to be
altered by Jesus has a
fair chance.

want his wounds to
infect me so I kept my
distance while using my
cellphone light I could
see what it looked like.
His skin was covered
with what looked like
pimples. Some with
black tips and some that
had already burst open
and was oozing out
puss. I put off the light
I was surprised to hear
because I could see that
later that our friend has
he was in a great deal of
taken it upon himself to
pain and embarrassed
not only start a
because of it. I offered
successful business but
to pray for him, so the
to “pay it forward” and
two of us present,
help someone else who
started praying for him.
is struggling as he once
I clearly heard God say
was. It is the Culture of the Kingdom manifesting
that I should put my hand on his shoulder. No risk
among those in his circle of influence. This same
because of the T-Shirt, but this man needed to feel
man was one of the first to pray for his brothers at touch instead of continual rejection. After a short
our various baptism services. Imagine the
prayer, I put on the torch again and I wasn’t ready
powerful transformation of a nation when more
to see what happened. The pimples with the
people allow their hearts to be impacted by the
blackheads were shrinking and those that had
love of Jesus like this?
already burst open started closing.
We as a Kingdom Culture continue to place a high He was super excited because he had no more
value to pursue the heart of Jesus and allow Him
pain. This encouraged our faith to pray again.
to make an impression through us, like nothing
After praying a very short, thank you prayer, we
this world has to offer.
turned the torch back on… ALL the pimples/
This year we’ve seen hundreds of people meet
bumps on his skin were gone. When he got up I
Jesus, miracles too many to mention. Many people could see something had changed in him; his
were baptised in water and empowered by the
entire demeanor had changed and he was smiling.
Holy Spirit, but the biggest miracle was to witness We haven’t seen him since but the word on the
how their lives systematically and radically
streets is that he reunited with his family and that
transformed because of Jesus and to hear of their
he is doing exceptionally well.
thankfulness towards Him for what He did for
them on the cross.
Sometimes loving the person in front of you, as
Jesus did, involves hugging a dirty, forgotten
One of the most incredible miracles we’ve seen
person back to life.
this year was one Wednesday evening. We
ventured out to fetch the people to gather on the
~ Written by Xenia Swanepoel, Kingdom Culture,
steps of a building. As I was approaching people in
Chairperson. For more information visit
one of the dark alleys, a man started shouting
www.kingdomculture.org.za
“madam, don’t touch me, don’t touch me…” .
This obviously stirred my curiosity. I asked him to
Support Kingdom Culture NPC (2014/159950/08)
speak to me about why he so passionately didn’t
First National Bank—Cheque Account
want me to touch him, regardless of the fact that I
Account number: 62202476372
was still some distance away.
Branch Name: Hatfield
Swift code: FIRNZAJJ †
He told me that he had some sort of skin infection
and that they didn’t know what it was. He didn’t
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POWER & AUTHORITY

J

esus spoke of and demonstrated many times in
the Gospels of the authority and power He
gives to those who follow Him. This authority
and power is available for all God's children, but
we need to understand how the two work
together if we hope to be effective in the ministry
we do!

Authority that is extended to us is God-given
authorisation in particular situations, to carry out
the instructions of God. Authority is always in
submission to the scrutiny of the Lord, scriptures
and to our brothers and sisters. When people act
on their own authority they are never willing to
open up to allow others to test the validity of
their authorisation.
When Jesus was questioned concerning His
authority to heal people on the Sabbath, He was
never offended (Matthew 12:9-12). He answered
truthfully and was open to transparency because
people of the Kingdom of Light are always willing
for their deeds to be exposed so that those around
them can confirm the Lord is in what they are
doing (John 3:20-21).
Paul the Apostle was also willing to
“demonstrate” His God-given authorisation to do
the work assigned to him.
Authority remains a situational matter. If God
grants us the authorisation to act in a situation,
we should do so. This is of course provided that
we have healthy spiritual peers observing and
giving input to prevent Satan from deceiving or
misleading us.
When we cross boundaries without authority or
with misunderstanding concerning our
assignment from God—we can get ourselves into a
serious mess. Authority does not give us carte
blanch to act incautiously. Rather, wisdom tells us
to listen carefully to the Holy Spirit, seek God’s
face and if needs be, ask spiritual peers for some
guidance before acting out what you think is
acceptable. The seven sons of Sceva the Priest
tried to invoke authority not given to them and
they were attacked by evil spirits (Acts 19:13-20).
Uzzah thought he was doing the right thing and
He acted without Godly authority and he went

beyond his assignment; because of this the Lord
struck him down (2 Samuel 6:1-8; 1 Chronicles
13:9-11). This is an extreme example that God has
given us to illustrate how serious it can be to act
without proper authorisation from the Father.
King Herod pressed Jesus to show him a miracle
during His interrogation (Luke 23:8-9). Jesus
simply stayed silent and did not answer Herod.
Jesus had the power of God with Him. He refused
to act because His Father did not give Him
authority to reveal anything to Herod. Jesus
taught that an evil and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign (Matthew 16:4). Had Jesus
responded to Herod’s request, He would have
invalidated His own teachings. The authorisation
given to us is not to restrict us from doing God’s
work but rather to protect us from interfering in
lives God has been working in already.

Power is God-given ability to carry out what we
are authorised to do. It is the raw energy of
heaven channelled through the weak clay jars
that we are.
With the guidance of our Holy and moral God, the
Holy Spirit can help us to use the power of heaven
to do the supernatural work God authorises us to
do without being seduced to misuse it.
Too many Christians operate in powerlessness.
They have a form of godliness but the power to
change the spiritual fabric of their community
and nation is absent .
Power needs to be demonstrated. It follows the
Gospel of the Kingdom as a demonstration of God’s
love for mankind. Paul understood this, he is saying
in 1 Corinthians 2:4-5 that he didn’t come with
clever words or good arguments but with the
demonstration and power that come from God’s
Holy Spirit.
It is contrary to the Scriptures for us to equate
power with authority. They are two different
concepts - misunderstanding them can interfere
and hurt people. Many people have confused
authority with power and have placed themselves
in difficult situations by overstepping the
boundaries of their assignments. †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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I

clearly remember our wedding day, just like
anyone else who has been married. But the
highlight of that day was my first sight of
my wife to be. I had always found her to be
beautiful, but never had I seen her as she
was that day. She had done everything
she could to prepare herself for the big
day, and she looked absolutely amazing.
What really touched me was that she
had made herself so beautiful for me.
Have you noticed how people who know
they are loved, and know they are
wanted, seem to shine? They radiate an
inner beauty. It is a wonderful thing to
know that you are desired and admired by
someone, and it brings out a loveliness from
deep within.

A
Radiant
BRIDE

Jesus made it clear that we belong to Him. Think about
that. The Lord Himself wants us to be with Him. Jesus says
that He is preparing a home for us in heaven (just as a
groom in His days would prepare a home for his bride). He
says that He is coming back for us, so that we can live
with Him. While we are on earth, a married couple say
that they will live and do life together for the rest of their
earthly lives. But Jesus says He wants to live together with
us forever.
The theme of the bride and the bridegroom runs all the
way through the Bible and is heavily emphasised in
Scripture in relation to the great day of the Lord’s return,
when He comes to take us to live with Him. You may be
married, single, divorced or widowed, but for all of us the
same is true: we all belong to Jesus. We are His Bride,
currently betrothed (engaged) to Him and living in
anticipation of His return. All this means that He really,
truly wants us.
With this in mind, what a privilege it is to get ourselves
ready for meeting Him. And, thankfully (for guys like me), it’s not about putting on nice make-up and
doing our hair. The Lord loves a heart that is devoted to Him. In anticipation of meeting Him, and in
recognition of the fact that we already belong to Him, we prepare ourselves by purifying ourselves
from sin. Realising that we are loved and wanted, motivates us to be our most desirable selves. Let us
pursue pure and wholehearted devotion to Him who loves us more than we can ever believe or even
imagine.
Prayer: Thank You Lord, that I belong to You, that You want me and that one day I will fully be with
You. Help me prepare myself for meeting with You. Help me to know Your love and desire for me and
respond by being the best I can be, just out of love for You.
Amen.
Taken from Seeds of the Kingdom, 25 Nov 2019. Published with permission.
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“So the King will greatly desire your beauty;
Because He is your Lord, worship Him”.
Psalm 45:11, NKJV

Written by Peter Brokaar. He is a Co-Director of Ellel Ministries
Scotland and has been there together with his wife Liz since 2005. They
have 3 kids, all born in Scotland! In his free time he likes reading,
cooking, running and surfing. Being at Ellel Scotland has given him the
privilege of getting to know God deeper and sharing that joy with many
others.
Ellel Ministries is a non-denominational Christian ministry that began
in England in 1986 and is now established in over 20 countries around
the world. We look to serve the Body of Christ in two main ways - by
offering personal prayer ministry to those in need and by training and
equipping people so that they can help others more effectively. †

www.ellel.org/za
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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outh Africa had its first
democratic elections in
April 1994. The world was
surprised by the effortless and
bloodless shift of power from the
white minority to a black
majority. Many expected a blood
bath but, in answer to countless
prayers, it did not happen. Since
then all the different groups
have been working together to
build a new South Africa - “the
rainbow nation”.

The Power of God

People are now living together.
They go to the same shops,
banks, restaurants, cinemas,
swimming and living areas. All
the apartheid legislation has
been removed from the statutes.
On the surface, everything seems
all right and without problems.
Once you scratch the surface
however, you become acutely
aware of underlying tensions.
Hatred, mistrust, bitterness,
unforgiveness are all very
evident. Healing from ethnic
divisions is now more important
than ever.

As a nation, we have come a long
way but there is still much work
to be done. We cannot stop
building peace just because the
legislation that facilitated
apartheid has been removed. We
have an enemy that will find
ways and actually has already
found ways to turn things
around. We have to be vigilant in
prayer and deal with the issue of
our hearts. We need to continue
building peace, we cannot stop
with the TRC. As a nation and
various ethnic groups within this
nation, we have been wounded
by the things that happened in the
past. We need to be healed. We may
develop the most amazing initiatives but if our hearts are wounded, we will continue wounding each
other. A healed heart makes room for a healed perspective and that makes room for hope and then we
truly are alive with possibility!

to Heal &

Transform

Communities
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Now how do we build peace? I believe the same
way we build a house. We lay THE FOUNDATION
(Jesus Christ) and then we continue one brick at a
time. Who are the people that are supposed to do
this? Government? Political Leaders? NO! It’s The
Body of Christ. We are the ones who are the
repairers of the walls and the bridge-builders. I
believe the bridging of
division is on God’s Heart.
He gave us His Son to bridge
the gap between man and
God and He also gave His
Son to bridge the gap
between people, no matter
what that gap or barrier
may be. ( 2 Corinthians 5:1720).

run in South Africa and by local believers in many
different parts of the world. Communities
suffering from divisions and strife are being
healed and made whole again. During these
biblical workshops people of different
backgrounds are invited to meet God and each
other at a heart level. In a safe environment, they
are encouraged to experience
healing and to develop new
perspectives and attitudes.
This experience has
transformed millions of lives
around the world, reconciled
communities and empowered
churches to become agents of
healing and reconciliation in
their nations.

A healed heart

makes room for a

healed perspective
and that makes

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 NLT
“This means that anyone
who belongs to Christ has
become a new person. The
old life is gone; a new life
has begun! And all of this is
a gift from God, who
brought us back to himself
through Christ. And God has
given us this task of
reconciling people to Him.
For God was in Christ,
reconciling the world to
himself, no longer counting
people’s sins against them.
And He gave us this
wonderful message of
reconciliation. So we are
Christ’s ambassadors; God is
making His appeal through
us. We speak for Christ
when we plead, “Come back

room for hope and
then we truly are
Alive with
Possibility!

to God!”
There are various tools that
God has given us to use to
facilitate biblical
peacebuilding. One such
tool is a workshop called
“Healing Hearts,
Transforming Nations” (formerly known as
Healing the Wounds of Ethnic Division). First
developed by Dr. Rhiannon Lloyd in postgenocide Rwanda, the “Healing Hearts,
Transforming Nations” workshop is now being

What started as the smallest
of seeds has now grown into a
tree with national teams of
peacemakers working in
many nations. The primary
tool that has been used is this
3-day workshop. God has and
still is using this tool to bring
about deep healing and
astounding forgiveness in
people’s lives globally. As we
move forward in SA it is
imperative that we continue
facilitating healing of past
wounds so that we can move
forward in a healthier way.
~ Submitted by Maria Dos
Santos, Seeds of
Righteousness
For more information, please
feel free to get in touch:
Cell: 0814325869
Whatsapp: 084 085 0731
E-mail: degloria40@gmail.com
Banking details:
Seeds of Righteousness
First National Bank (FNB)
Account No: 62796464354
Branch code: 250655
Reference:
MPer – For personal support or
MMin – For ministry support
Swift code: FIRNZAJJ †
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God’s Love
Lifted Us
A very dear couple from Teen
Challenge share their grippingly,
powerful story with us.

Monique’s Testimony

H

i, my name is Monique Klein. I grew up in
Manenberg with both parents but my
father was the kind of guy that would
never stay a full year at home and I got used to
that. He was my role model, but he left me just
like that with nothing. Our home life was ruined
and my brother had it in his mind that he’s the
man in the house so he started to sell drugs and
my mom supported him because he was the
breadwinner. I started to smoke drugs at the age
of 14. My life went from bad to worse and I ended
up on the streets. I learned to take care of myself.
A police captain found me on the street and asked
Pastor Nomdoe to admit me into the program of
Teen Challenge and that’s where I met my
husband, Nico Klein.
Nico and I moved to a community called Wesbank
in Cape Town where my life took a turn for the
worse. We fought all the time. Although I had a
good, paying job, my life was truly spiralling out
of control. I got involved with the wrong crowd. It
took me on a dark road where I became abusive
towards my children to the extent that my mother
in-law took my son from me because I could no
longer adequately take care of him.
Not long after the start of that nightmare, my
husband and his friend beat me up so badly, I
almost died. I ran out of the house and left my
baby behind. Four days later I was discharged
from the hospital. When I left the hospital, I had
so much anger and hatred in my heart. I was
constantly thinking about how I could take
revenge. For a while we got along but I couldn’t
forget all that my husband had done to me.
Although we continued in our marriage, I could
not forget the pain he inflicted on me.
The strain cost me my job and I fell deeper into
38
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Nico & Monique Klein doing phenomenally

drugs abuse to the extent where my husband fell
in love with another girl and then filed for
divorce. It was at this time that I felt that it was
time to get even with him. I contacted members of
a local gang to make a plan to kill him. On the
morning of the planned murder, he noticed a few
guys that looked suspicious. He ran back home
shouting that people want to kill him. I couldn’t
follow through so I opened the house door for him
to come in to safety. I was conflicted. My heart
was broken the way he treated me, but I loved the
man who was the father of my children. The
temporary peace did not last, fights continued and
I then started to hit back and beat him up.
Things took a turn when I fell pregnant again with
my baby girl and my husband refused to accept it
was his child. A few months after her birth she fell
very sick and we rushed her to the hospital where
she fell in a coma for six days. I think during that
time, my husband connected with her and started
to love her. I asked God in my hopeless condition
and brokenness to heal her.
A few months after she was discharged, sister
Erica came to our house and told me to leave
everything and come to Teen Challenge. I did that
and finished my program in 2014. My husband and
I reunited. We moved to Pretoria, where he

|
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started to work for Teen Challenge. Today four
years later, we are madly in love. My family has
been restored and we enjoy our lives together. My
family and I are grateful for Pastor Nomdoe and
Sister Erica for everything they did in our lives.
We give God all the glory and praise for restoring
my life and family.

M

Nico’s Testimony

y name is Nico Klein. I am 43 years old. I
grew up in a family with 6 children and
both our parents. We lived in a small
town where my parents both had middle-income
jobs. My father was a heavy drinker and he lost his
job because of drinking while on the job. Our lives
were never the same and our parents were so
frustrated, fighting with each other. My oldest
brother moved out and became the leader of the
“Sexy Boys” and also a member of the notorious
“26” prison gang.
I experimented with Mandrax and Dagga at the
age of 15. At 17 I went to prison for
housebreaking, assault and theft. I got involved in
the “26” prison gang and became a member. There
is a way to become part of a gang; but if you want
to quit the gang—they must kill you. I never had
the opportunity to have my matric, but in 1998 I
came out of prison finished my schooling and
furthered my studies in financial management.
Because I was still smoking Mandrax I quit college
and went to prison again. I met a girl, and out of
the relationship my first daughter was born.
My girlfriend moved to Cape Town, to Eersteriver
because of work. One evening while working she
listened to a radio station where Pastor Ricardo
shared his testimony. At the time Ricardo was still
a student in the program. She was so touched by
his message and with me, on her mind, God spoke
to her. Pastor Ricardo contacted me, and asked
me to join Teen Challenge in the winter of July
2002. I encountered Christ and gave my life to
Jesus. I quit smoking and in 2003 I completed my
program at Teen Challenge in the Western Cape.
My relationship with my family was restored. I
quit the gang without getting hurt or threatened
by any gang member. I also looked for work in
Teen Challenge as a staff member and it became a
calling on my life to rescue people addicted to
gangs and drugs.
In February 2004 I met my wife Monique in Teen

Challenge. She came to the program broken but
God healed and changed her. She completed her
program and we got married on 31 December
2005. We stayed in Wesbank and I left the ministry
of Teen Challenge for better prospects. Our stay in
Wesbank was at first good for us and the
community accepted us.
Things went wrong when my wife started
smoking and I started drinking. At that time we
had 3 children. I started to have an affair. We got
back on drugs and we started fighting in front of
our children. At a time I hit my wife so severely
she nearly died and was for weeks in the hospital.
We tried to divorce, but we gave up on it. The
abuse continued, physically and financially.
Through the turmoil my wife became pregnant
again with a baby girl, I refused accept the child as
my own. On the day our child arrived my wife was
still smoking with her friend in our house. I was at
work and our baby was delivered on our bed
without any medical assistance. The ambulance
arrived just in time to cut the umbilical cord. Mia
came unexpected but turned out to be our miracle
child.
A few months later Mia became very sick and we
rushed her to hospital where she nearly died. She
was connected to life-support machines for
several days. We stood by her and cried for her.
We saw the enemy was busy, trying to steal, kill
and destroy us. I recommitted my life to Christ
and we told each other “enough
enough is enough”.
enough
My wife told me she will go to Teen Challenge. She
took Mia with her. Pastor Nomdoe and Pastor
Erica talked to us. Monique went to Teen
Challenge Women’s Center and I went to Teen
Challenge Pretoria to work in the ministry of Teen
Challenge under the leadership of Ricardo
Heilbron.
Today God restored our marriage and now we live
in Pretoria; and our family is happy together. I
work in Teen Challenge and my wife manages a
restaurant nearby. My kids are all together and
in school. I thank Pastor Nomdoe and Pastor Erica
for the road they walked with us; which allowed
God to work in us and restore our family.
Contact Nico Klein at Teen Challenge Pretoria:
+27 727 299 840
Support Teen Challenge Pretoria Today:
Account no: 105 5811 486
Bank : Nedbank Branch code : 164 445
Swift code: NEDSZAJJ †
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H

ow many times have you
been aware that the Lord is
speaking to you, but there
isn't a Bible in sight? It happens in
so many different ways, and if you
are someone who's been brought up
with the Bible, you will naturally
want to confirm through the
scriptures that what you heard is
indeed the voice and word of God.
Many do not have the privilege of
conferring with the scriptures in this
way, because they don't have anyone
to read to them and/or can’t read.
They are among the hundreds of
millions of Christians, a huge portion of
Christianity, who do not have access to the
Biblical support and study aids that many take for
granted in the modern world. Nevertheless, God
speaks to them just as he did to the early Church,
who also did not have the Bibles we have today.
Paul didn't say to the Corinthians "you may all
read the Bible that you may all be edified".
Rather, he said in 1 Corinthians 14:31 (NIV); "...you

God is Speaking!

can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be
instructed and encouraged..." This puts things in
an entirely new perspective, for many "Bibleonly" believers. Why? Because if God can speak so
directly to His Children that they know His very
“will for the moment ”, then we have, at our
disposal, a perfect means of instruction from God.
The heart of prophetic instruction is to give a
clear witness to the Bride about Jesus (Revelation
19:10b).
Hearing directly from God is only the beginning of
a new experience in Christ. God is looking for
more than hearers, but doers, and they are out
there; He just wants to bring them in. In Peter's
discourse on spiritual growth he says that we
must add to our faith moral goodness, and to
moral goodness knowledge, and to knowledge
self-control, and to self-control patience, and to
patience godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness; love. You will
notice that knowledge is quite far down the food
chain is it were. The highest point of spirituality is
love, and love for others is something that only
God can bring about in the heart of a believer.
The Lord Jesus took his disciples along with him
during his earthly ministry to get them to receive
just an inkling of who He was, the very nature of
His personality, and all that His heartfelt burden
40
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for all mankind was. John sums it up when he says;
"...and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."
Other translations say that; "He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness, and we beheld His
glory." Those early believers saw the Bible in
action; but today? Well, we know of many who
feel so privileged to know the scriptures well, but
only know the text; they have no idea who Jesus
really is.
I believe in the Bible with all of my heart, and I
believe also that no Holy Spirit-imparted
prophecy would ever contradict the scriptures.
Sadly, many simply rattle off the Bible's scriptures
as if they were some spiritual mantra or magical
book. What is needed is the right message; for the
right person; at the right time; and only God who
knows everything in the hearts of people can do
that. Without the leading of the Holy Spirit, all
preaching will serve only to confuse and delay
Christians from hearing from God and
understanding His heart’s desire for us.
If you are someone though who rejects the
ministry of the Holy Spirit, then you will believe
that those lacking the scriptures lose out with
God. Fortunately for us, God, in his mercy, does
not leave the matter there. In anticipation of the
great needs and lack experienced by mankind, He
made a prophetic promise in Isaiah 54:13 (KJV)
which says; “And all thy children shall be taught

of the LORD;
LORD and great shall be the peace of thy
children”. In John 6:44-46 (NLT) the Lord Jesus
quoted this scripture, and expounded further on
its outworking, saying; “…no one can come to me

unless the Father who sent me draws them to me,
and at the last day I will raise them up. As it is
They will all be taught
written in the Scriptures, ‘They
|
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by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and
learns from him comes to me.”
Before you use a GPS map program to get to a
destination, you have to allow the system to
establish where you are, then you can focus it on
where you want to go.
go In like manner, heavan may
be your goal; loving Jesus may be your aim. BUT
you need to know who you were and who you are
now; before you can focus on who you want to
meet and where you want to go.
The woman who came in and washed Jesus’ feet
with her tears and dried them with her hair knew
all about this. She knew who she had been, where
she currently was and who had been responsible
for the change. Nevertheless, as she poured out
her heart's love at the feet of the Master,
scriptural critics looked on in condescension.
Jesus told them to leave her alone, because "she
loved much because she had been forgiven much".
She knew where she had come from, and so she
and the Lord knew where she was going.
That's why we break bread and drink the wine of
Holy Communion. We remember that Jesus died
for our sins, and to conduct that custom worthily,
we need to hear God's admonition to Israel to
"look to the pit from which you have been dug ". If
you are looking to establish your past and present
state and receive understanding on the course
plotted out for you by God, then the best place to
look is in the midst of Spirit-led believers.
The world uses techniques like hypnosis and
psychotherapy to try and delve back into the past
of people's lives. We have the Holy Spirit available
to the Body of Christ to do this very thing and
more. It's the Holy Ghost that convicts the world
of sin, righteousness, and eternal judgement. He
alone must speak through his children to the
hearts of every needy soul and in particular to the
hearts of willing believers. Paul says in 1
Corinthians 14:24-25, that someone coming under
the sound of the spiritual gift of prophecies in
Christian gatherings has the secrets of their own
heart revealed. Such a “hands-on” approach from
the Lord is life-changing, as Paul mentions. I
believe that this revelation is firstly (and
oftentimes only) given to the person whom God is
speaking to.
How often do we not need this in the Body of
Christ? How often also do we not need it in a way
that impacts intimately at our hearts? God did this
when He spoke through Nathan the prophet to

King David, who had been a shepherd boy. He used
a lamb as an example, and David's hardened heart
was touched to the point of repenting from sins.
No person could have spoken to him so effectively
except the Lord. In like manner, the entire
Chapter of Ezekiel 16 is devoted to telling Israel
how the Lord was and would be working with
them in the future. It is the parable of an
unfaithful bride. Again God speaks to His beloved
far more powerfully than we can imagine. Jesus is
the head of His Church and He will build it.
If this magazine edition has been an eye-opener to
you, then you will appreciate that the subject of
“The Bride of Christ” is indeed an important one
for all of us. Moses did not have a Bible in his
hand, but few have known and walked with God as
he did. As a result, his faith was so established,
that the Lord used him to perform mighty
miracles in the wilderness. This was done before
all the children of Israel, and they were very
interested in seeing the power of these miraculous
works. Meanwhile, Moses was interested in
something else. He craved to see the very person

and nature of God manifested in the miracles and
not in the miracles themselves. That's why Psalm
103:7 tells us that the Lord “…made known his
ways to Moses and His acts to the people of
Israel.” That's why Moses loved God, for he knew
the Person of God and His ways. Israel did not love
Him and sought only what God could do for them.
Many in the Church, like the Israelites of old, are
following the same path they did. Loving what
God does for them to pamper their desires but not
truly captivated by the Lord and His ways.
God is wanting to speak to you and lead you
forward. Ask God to show you who you were, who
you are and where you are going.
going Then you can
truly get to know the God who works all things
towards the good of those who love Him. Do it
God’s way, not the way modern “Christianity”
demands you to, and you will get a spot-on reply
straight from the very heart of God. He will
accompany prophetic Words with real-life
experiences and combine the two together to
confirm His word. If you are privileged to also
have a Bible and be able to read it, then you can
enjoy confirming all that God is speaking to you.
The Psalmist says in Psalm 107:43; "Whoso is wise,
and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the lovingkindness of the LORD."
~ By Alan Foxley, Chairperson - EAR2HEAR †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Healing
Hearts,
Transforming
Nations
Workshop
What we want to achieve through the
HHTN Workshop

T

he Healing Hearts, Transforming
Nations (HHTN) Workshop—formerly
known
as Healing the Wounds of Ethnic Conflict—
seeks to bring healing and wholeness to
communities and nations suffering from
bitterness and hatred, and to equip Christian
leaders to be agents of healing and reconciliation.
People from differing backgrounds are invited to
encounter God and one another at a heart level.
In a safe environment, participants are
encouraged to experience healing and develop
new perspectives and attitudes, and then
influence others through these new attitudes and
perspectives.
44
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1. A new and fresh encounter with God and with
one another;
2. A revelation of truth that sets people free;
3. An opportunity for people to hear each other
and express their pain in a safe environment;
4. The healing of heart wounds at the cross,
enabling people to forgive or ask for
forgiveness;
5. A removal of prejudices and judgements
towards other people and instead see the
beauty in each other;
6. To demolish the dividing walls between
different groups and between different
denominations;
7. A new hope that the church has a crucial role
to play in the healing of the nation
8. That everyone leaves the workshop feeling
|
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loved and affirmed,
affirmed honoured and
respected;
9. A determination to live out the
reconciliation practically in their
churches and communities.
Why are these workshops
needed?
Too often the church is part of the
problem, instead of being part of the
answer. Often there is no difference
between the Church and the
community in terms of beliefs,
prejudices or behaviour. There are
foundational Biblical truths which
are overlooked or not understood.
Church leaders also get wounded in
conflicts. Before the Church can be
an agent of healing it must first be
healed itself.

Because that’s all they have to offer.
But…
When people’s hearts are healed; when they have
found hope in their personal situation and
healing through Christ… then they are in a
better position to make healthier/Godlier choices
and to respond to situations in a healthy and
hopefully a more Godly way.
They are able to see things from a healthier and
Godlier perspective and that definitely is a step in
the right direction.
All of us have been entrusted with the ministry of
Reconciliation according to 2 Corinthians 5:18-20.
This way we are building towards a better future
and those who come after us are in a better
position to place the next brick as we repair the
broken wall caused by intentional and
unintentional disobedience to God’s word
through ethnic conflict and division and can thus
position ourselves for God’s intervention and
ultimately His blessing upon us.

The HHTN workshop is a
combination of interactive teaching,
group sessions, ministry
times and practical activities. Each
session builds upon previous
sessions, so full participation is
essential. Intercession for the
workshop is crucial and must
undergird everything, as division
and disunity are spiritual strongholds. The HHTN
workshop can be compared to building a house,
with each section preparing the heart for the
next one.

How do you build a house? One brick at a time
I realize that there are many good things and
worthy causes that we as people support and I
believe that Biblical peace building is one of those
worthy causes and more importantly, it is
imperative that we do it. The Bible says: “Where
there is unity God commands a blessing”. We
cannot be united if we are divided ethnically and
it starts with us. Followers of Christ/The Body of
Christ and more importantly, The Household of
God.

Attending a workshop will allow you to
experience:

Let’s sow seeds of peace now so that our children
will grow up in a better, more peaceful world. We
need to preserve the earth for our future
generations…lets preserve and build peaceful
nations for our future generations.

South Africa’s problems are complex. The ethnic
division, ethnic wounds, run very deep. There is
no easy or quick fix solution, but a good starting
point, is a Healed Heart.
This is not a solution to all that is happening in
SA or any other country for that matter, but it is
the starting point of the solution.
If people are wounded they cannot hear, see and
think clearly. They make decisions and act solely
out of their woundedness. Their wounds speak
louder than the truth of God’s word and we all
know that wounded people wound others…Why?

You are welcome to contact Maria Dos
Santos concerning upcoming workshops
in 2020. Consider booking your Church,
School, Business or Organisation for one of
her workshops.
For more information,
please feel free to contact:
Seeds of Righteousness
E-mail: degloria40@gmail.com †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Emily Dinhira, Snowy Mante
Ratau and Salome Thereza
Mabuza at Petra College

EAR2HEAR IS CARING

T

his year has been a busy one, caring for
people in our communities. We have
received many, many resources that we
have been able to distribute to people in serious
need.
The economic crunch in Southern Africa is here
and many are finding it difficult to live as basic
necessities are becoming more and more
expensive.
 In South Africa alone – jobs are at an all-time
low and debt and corruption has sky-rocketed.
 Zimbabwe is finding it more and more difficult
to keep water and power running – their job
market has collapsed and the influx of refugees
into surrounding countries is staggering. The
shelves in the shops are often empty or lacking
even the most basic basket of goods needed to
survive.
 Mozambique has also found itself in serious
difficulty with bread shortages and unrest in
recent years. Threats in the north from groups
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inflicting fear and death have increased.
This is not only happening in Southern Africa
but in many places where many face war;
refugees crisis’s; famine; disease and natural
disasters like we cannot imagine.



This gives us an opportunity as God’s people to
show love and compassion to others who are in
desperate need. Not through buying people’s love
for God, but rather by showing people that a
living God exists, and He sees their needs. This is
what some really wonderful people are doing giving so that lives can be changed to bring glory
to God…. These are their stories.
We are grateful to PETRA COLLEGE who helped us
to secure two places in their training programs
for two young women from REFILWE ORPHAN
CARE.
CARE With some further generous donations,
EAR2HEAR was able to cover their transport
needs to the training centre. The ladies enjoyed
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their training and are putting it
into practice back home.
The Häefele family donated a first
aid carry bag along with some first
aid items to be used at KINGDOM
CULTURE’s
CULTURE worship centre in the
inner city. The worship centre
serves inner-city homeless men
and women. EAR2HEAR filled the
balance of the required items to
ensure the first aid kit was fully
stocked. Praise God for His
provision for something very
essential to the centre.
Marietjie Yssel has been a star
providing us with clothing for
women; educational and craft materials for
holiday clubs and various household items for
people in need. These have been faithfully shared
Andam Ndlovu received several bags of items
for Power of The Cross Ministry which works
with girls who get pregnant while at High
School in rural areas. His name is Adam. Some
of the bags include items comprised of your
donation. Thank you.

with ministries such as MERCY HOUSE;
HOUSE THOBELA
KU JESUS;
JESUS PALM TREE LEADERSHIP FORUM as
well as through EAR2HEAR’s
EAR2HEAR distribution points
in Pretoria West. We are grateful for all her help
over the years. Marietjie has moved to Jeffrey’s
Bay to work part-time in practice and part-time
as a missionary reaching children in need. Her
prayer is that God will allow her to do full-time
ministry with a house of safety for abused
children.
The Van Biljon Family has been particularly
generous with providing us with many bags of
clothes distributed to KINGDOM CULTURE;
CULTURE
MERCY HOUSE and THOBELA KU JESU as well as
through EAR2HEAR’s distribution points in
Pretoria West.
We are grateful to the Solomon Family;
Family the Van
Heerden Family;
Family the Gericke Family;
Family the Conradie
Family;
Family Pieter & Mandi;
Mandi the Neethling Family,
Family the
Swanepoel Family,
Family the Foxley Family and Alida
who all donated children's clothes, baby clothes,
toys and miscellaneous items. These generous
items have been shared with REFILWE ORPHAN
CARE;
CARE TLC DAYCARE;
DAYCARE THOBELA KU JESU and
POWER OF THE CROSS MINISTRY.
MINISTRY
There are many unmentioned names who
contribute to our work and who love others
through deep and considerate generosity. We
thank God for every person who has supported us
during 2020 – Thank you!!!
To get involved please contact us at
info@ear2hear.co.za †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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The Bondage
of

Vows

V

ows are part of our daily living. In courts
of law, members of society make oaths to
tell the full truth. In all cultures, marriage
vows of love and fidelity are made between the
betrothed. In business, contracts are signed
between 2 or more parties that bind the party to
deliver goods or services. Vows are something
understood to be universally accepted.

the matter of making vows. Matthew 5:33-37 NLT,
gives us this short and very clear instruction by
Jesus:

things to come. Indeed, too many practices are
incorporated by reborn believers that are meant to
be left in the past. Jesus fulfilled the requirements
of the old so that we may enjoy the benefits and
blessings that come from living by the new. The
New Testament brings a new and living way for us
to follow. Whereas the Old Testament incorporated
the Letter of the Law – which Paul the Apostle tells
us – ends in death!

Notice Jesus says in verse 34 “Do
Do NOT make any
vows”
vows and He also says at the end of verse 37,
“Anything
Anything beyond this is from the evil one”.
one

“Teaching about Vows: You have also heard that
our ancestors (Old Testament) were told, ‘You
must not break your vows; you must carry out the
vows you make to the Lord.’
But I say, do not make any vows! Do not say, ‘By
heaven!’ because heaven is God’s throne. And do
Is it possible for vows to be countercounter-productive for not say, ‘By the earth!’ because the earth is his
us and our families?
footstool. And do not say, ‘By Jerusalem!’ for
Jerusalem
is the city of the great King. Do not even
For the reborn believer, vows take a whole new
say, ‘By my head!’ for you can’t turn one hair white
meaning from a New Testament perspective. It is
or
black. Just say a simple, ‘Yes, I will,’ or ‘No, I
important to understand that the Old Testament is
won’t.’ Anything beyond this is from the evil one”.
one
true to its name. It is old. It is a shadow of greater

“He has enabled us to be ministers of his new
covenant. This is a covenant not of written laws,
but of the Spirit. The old written covenant ends in
death; but under the new covenant, the Spirit
gives life” 2 Corinthians 3:6 NLT.
So what is the New Testament attitude toward
vows?
The teachings of Jesus make things clear to us on
48
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Why would Jesus say that making vows is from the
evil one?
It must be understood that making vows to God is
a very serious matter (see James 5:11-12). The Bible
says that we will be judged for every useless or
careless word spoken (Matthew 12:36). What about
the serious words we speak? If God holds us to
account for careless, useless words, then should it
come to our surprise that if we make vows to God
that He will hold us accountable for them?
Vows were not actually part of normal family
relationships between a father and children in
early Israelite families. Vows were made between
husbands and wives and that was it. In Israelite
|
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communities, vows were made between servants
to masters; or between businessmen.
In religious communities, vows were made to God
as a sign of pious devotion, between the servant of
God as to the Lord.
Our Heavenly Father’s intention was to move us
into a relational connection with Him as a parent
and His children. Vows have no place among
parents and children. Instead: love, loyalty and
trust form part of such relationships. Whereas the
religious approach require oaths to ensure that the
devotion is motivated and consistent. While
religious motivation fails – LOVE NEVER FAILS (1
Corithians 13:8).
The New Testament is all about teaching God’s
people how to live relationally to Him as His sons
and daughters. Any religious elements are not
compatible with the family model that our Father
is building into the Kingdom. In the latter model, it
is our Heavenly Father that makes vows and
promises to us regarding matters such as
redemption; eternal life and provision. It is the
children’s duty to humbly receive such promises
by faith.

failure to honour this oath 2 Samuel 21:1-9).
4. Vows can be made because of pride. The
soulishness of some believers can allow the
enemy to tempt them into thinking they are
strong and very devoted to God. A vow can
seem like a good way to prove this to the world.
1 Corinthians 10: 12 warns us that “If you think

you are standing strong, be careful not to fall”.
Humility will allow you to be aware of your
shortcomings and to give them to the Lord
without making false commitments.
It is interesting to know that there are Christianorientated religious groups and secret societies
that have a terrible hold on men and women.
Challenging people’s pride, they encourage them
to make vows to uphold community values and
“Christian” lifestyles. These promises are often
made with conditions that the unrealising person,
commits themselves (and even their families) to.
Years later this vow becomes a curse of bondage
over families who are unaware of such
commitments that enslave them.

God wants us to respond to Him from the heart;
sometimes well-meaning responses such as vows
If vows (other than our marriage vows) are
are over-emotional and without wisdom. The Lord
unnecessary and as Jesus mentioned earlier are
understands our weaknesses. At times, in
“from the evil one” is there a danger for us?
desperation, some believe vows will force God to
There are several considerations we suggest you
help them in their challenges, but they are
consider before making any vows to God:
mistaken. We can just ask and receive – no vows
1. God holds us accountable for what we say – as
are necessary (Matthew 7:7).
mentioned earlier. Our failing human nature
There is hope for us if we have committed
cannot guarantee that we can keep vows for
ourselves unwisely in religious devotion to God:
ourselves or on behalf of future generations.
1.
REPENT before God for making those vows
2. Jesus says it is from the evil one. The Religious
and disobeying the teachings of Jesus;
Spirit is a spiritual entity which traps people
2.
Break with those vows that have brought
into the cycle of dead religious practice. The
bondage over you or your family.
Father has based His Kingdom on a Family
3.
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you any other
model. These two are incompatible. We believe
vows or promises made to God by you or
that the Religious Spirit uses vows as a means to
your ancestors that may affect your
draw people into making agreements that bring
relationship with Him. This will allow you to
them into bondage and condemnation. When
deal with them systematically in His time.
vows are unfulfilled, we are condemned by the
The consequences of vows that have been made by
Religious Spirit for not doing what is required of people are sometimes difficult to quantify
us concerning our vows. Condemnation for not (Galatians 6:7-8). God is willing to help us without
keeping our vows is a clever deception by the
the complications and condemnation that vows
enemy to estrange us from the Lord. God’s
can bring to our relationship with Him. The enemy
intention is for us to be Spirit-filled under the
wants to remove the simplicity of our pure
perfect law of freedom. Not to be entangled by
relationship with God by deceiving us into
systematic, soulish rituals.
religious practices such as vows. It is up to you to
3. Vows can place our families and communities
decide if obedience to God’s model for
under severe pressure for generations; thus
relationships is worth pursuing. The fruit will tell
becoming a generational curse. (See oath to
in due time.
Gibeonites at Joshua 9; 3 to 27 & See curse for
~ From “Spiritual Ties” by EAR2HEAR †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Mrs Sophia Gass
seated in Top
photo, centrecentre front.

Valuable to Jesus Report

T

he Valuable to Jesus (VTJ) volunteers are
some of the finest you can ask for. People
from various denominations, cultures and
ages come together to work in harmony to advance
the Valuable to Jesus Campaign in Gauteng. Every
person committed to working with the teams,
ensure that they are able to work together
effectively.
Our first group of people we need to acknowledge
are those who pray for the Valuable to Jesus
Campaign. God answers prayers and He is faithful.
Your prayers have given us wings.
We are very grateful to the area coordinators who
do such exceptional work among the volunteers
and at outreaches.
We are also very grateful to the VTJ volunteers in
Gauteng. We cannot emphasise enough just how
important everyone is in the greater scheme of
things. Groups such as EAR2HEAR have been
helpful in their supporting rolls.

with the children, but it is the preparations leading
up to the message where the bulk of the battle is
waged.
One such example is that of Mrs Sophia Gass,
Gass who is
part of the creative team. She is 96 years old, and
has, over the last few years, knitted and prayed for
over 2270 dolls for the Valuable to Jesus Campaign.
Having recovered from a stroke a few years back,
Mrs Gass never stopped for a moment, but
recovered to continue producing dolls to reach the
children broken through sexual abuse,
pornography and exploitation.

Mrs Gass not only volunteers her time, but she also
donates all materials used for her knitting
endeavour. The area coordinators for Gauteng, Mrs
Annelize Fourie and Mrs Ronelle Roux,
Roux decided to
host a special morning tea to honour Mrs Gass for
going the extra mile. She received a certificate and
a framed picture in recognition of her efforts. Mrs
Gass shows no sign of slowing down either; being
It is usually the unseen work that turns out to be
determined to continue doing her best for us and
the toughest. It is easy to do a presentation on stage for that we are so thrilled.
50
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Talking to the young teen boys
at social development camp.
camp.

Johanna & JJ working with
grade 2 classroom at
Vasfontein Christian School
The Equestria and the Vergelegen
Retirement Centres also have amazing creative
teams helping us to produce exquisite dolls for
Grade RRs to Grade 6’s. The Equestria Retirement
Centre also helps us produce Keyring hearts for
Grade 7’s and High School students.
These items are produced and presented to the
schoolgoing students to remind them of the
important message that they heard during the
presentation namely: that they are special and
handmade by the Lord; wonderfully loved by their
Creator; and created to live for God’s purpose. We
are very grateful to the exceptional people who
give of their time and wool and craft materials to
produce what we need for the outreaches.

Summit,
Summit a company specialising in events
coordination, we were able to bring this message to
a select group of 40+ boys handpicked by the
Department of Social Development. These young
men have various special needs and the department
selects groups like these to inspire them into
greatness.
Our second special outreach took place at
Vasfontein Primary School in Pretoria for grade
one’s to grade seven’s. We had the privilege of
having trained representatives from PALM TREE
LEADERSHIP FORUM come help us on the day.

This incredible school boasts wonderful facilities
and the most professional staff. It was an incredible
WITH THE MATERIALS that have been produced for honour to serve this school with the Valuable to
us we have been able to do several wonderful
Jesus message. We received a very special letter of
outreaches this year to schools and a camp. With
thanks from the School principal Mr. Pienaar,
the collaboration of Amorie Tredoux from Project which we share with you on the next page….
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Dear Valuable to Jesus Team
I am writing this letter to express my sincere thanks on behalf of all the teachers and learners of
Vastfontein Batho Pele Christian School.
We live in a world with so many counterfeit emotions and rewards and so many lies that are
confusing especially for the younger generation. Furthermore, the children of today grow up in
a broken world and many of them see the present circumstances as the norm.
Your message of the true love of Christ that does not select or discriminate but actually stands
for the opposite; that each and everyone of us was made by The Potter in a unique way and that
each and every one of us can claim the same Love and mercy as a child of God, was not only
encouraging, it was Empowering in a spiritual and secular way. Something that stems from
being a believer is being an activist for the Fruit of the Spirit and being against violence, abuse,
trafficking etc.
Thank you for sharing the message of the unconditional love of Jesus and the fact that each and
every human being on this planet can claim this Love - the real love of Jesus. The response of
the learners in the school - verbally and some have written down their experiences - is the
understanding that they are special and that they are precious and that therefore no one can
claim their self-respect and self-esteem and take it away from them because of the love of
Jesus!! One mother said that her son (Gr7) and daughter (Gr1) went to bed with their dolls.
Another girl in grade 5 was separated from her doll and she was in tears, the opposite joy was
there when she received it back.
We are not situated around the corner and we know that you have, with your colleagues
committed to bring this message of love to our community. How amazing is it that the
affirmation of something that is not unknown to our staff and children can bear so much power
and fruit! The love and honest intentionality that you carry with you made the difference.
From our community the message goes out that you must continue with your good work. The
word of God tells us that everything we ask in His name will be given to us. We pray that you
will remain obedient to the Holy Spirit and that you will remain instruments in His hands.
I know that my and the other dolls, as a reminder of the love of Jesus will be cherished by
myself and many others. The awareness will also make a difference in the lives of children and
others who are in desperate need of this reassuring fact - that the love of Jesus is all that we
need to persevere.
May the Lord bless this work and allow the sacrifice that people make by giving their time by
preparing these dolls and sharing the message, continue to bear fruit.
Glory to God and may His peace be with all of you!
Fanus Pienaar
Acting Principal 2019 (VBPCS primary)

†

You can get involved with the Valuable to Jesus Campaign - www.straatwerk.org.za/prevention/

52

|

THE REFRESHING MAGAZINE ISSUE 14

|

2020

ARE YOU
LOOKING?
Visionary prayer is
Breakthrough prayer.

J

esus is quoted a few times in the scriptures
telling His disciples to "LOOK
LOOK!"
LOOK Many people
see with their eyes, but often overlook the
truth set before them. One particular area
Christians need to be looking is that regarding the
great harvest of souls waiting to be brought into
the Kingdom.
John 4:35-36 NLT, the Lord Jesus says:

"You know the saying, ‘Four
‘Four months between
planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and look
around. The fields are already ripe for harvest.
The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit
they harvest is people brought to eternal life.
What joy awaits both the planter and the

harvester alike!"

There is great joy in store for people
who are willing to look and see things
from the Lord's perspective. That
means we need to be willing to allow
the Holy Spirit to confront us with
the truth so that we can be moved to
proper action. The harvest is great and this truth can be very overwhelming! What
can be done?
The Lord Jesus gives the answer to those who are
looking… “The harvest is great, but the workers

are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of
the harvest; ask him to send more workers into
his fields.” (See Matthew 9:37-38 or Luke 10:2)
Jesus instructs us firstly to pray for the
harvesters, that God would send them out into
the harvest. PRAYER is key to every kind of
evangelism that any child of God would be called
to do today.
Prayer is a sign that we have “looked
looked”
looked as Jesus
instructed us to do. Evidenced by our putting the
truth we have received and calling that we have
been given into action.
Too many Christians reserve prayer for personal
needs only. Such self-focus results in much of the

WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA

|

53

harvest remaining in the fields
uncollected.
The truth remains, that when we
seek the Kingdom of God first,
He takes care of our needs
anyhow (John 6:33).
It isn't necessary to spend the
bulk of your intercession time on
personal needs that worry the
unbelievers and pagans. The
Lord has our back when we look
to His interests first (see
Matthew 6:31-33).
We are not only praying that
2020 would be a year of the
harvest, but also of visual
clarity—that God would show us
the great need there is to bring
the Good News to the nations,
and bring the harvest of souls in.
We will see the status quo of the
global harvest change positively
if we are willing to pray to the
Lord of the harvest!
Apply to receive prayer updates
from EAR2HEAR at
info@ear2hear.co.za †

I

n 1 Thessalonians 5:17 Paul
gives the command or task to
his readers: Pray without
ceasing. It is amongst his last
commands . The previous verse
reads: Be joyful in the Lord, and
verse 18 instructs us to always be
thankful in all circumstances .
Then Paul adds that this is what
God expects.

During the Middle Ages monks
tried to be obedient to this
command by sometimes staying
in caves for months only eating
bread and drinking water.
Traditionally, monks were called
consecrated religious persons
who had taken sacred vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience.
They retreated into solitary life.
But I can almost hear my readers
sighing that their lives are very
different from those of monks
and nuns, and yes, I agree; mine
too. So do we just read the verse
and push it aside as too difficult,
even impossible?
With this issue of The Refreshing magazine focusing on
becoming a spotless Bride for Jesus, our Heavenly Bridegroom ,
it is appropriate that we give further attention to the matter.
Many books cover prayer extensively and you can read them in
your own time. I hope to give practical hints and convey to you
how the Holy Spirit has guided me in striving to at least try to
be obedient in this matter.
A friend asked me to pray for her son while he was finishing
his studies. I lived in Cape Town at that time, while she lived in
Pretoria. I responded that I would stand in prayer with her.
Having a busy schedule myself, I started to pray for him twice a
day without forgetting, because I did it while brushing my
teeth! Whenever I thought about him during the rest of the
day, I would also pray for him, but I did not have to feel guilty
when speaking to my friend as I had indeed prayed while
brushing my teeth. So now I also work other prayer requests
into this natural routine.
You can also help yourself to remember certain prayer
requests if you have to travel to work every day. Let a
certain crossing or building be the sign for you to pray for a
certain matter. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you.
 We are so involved with our work, our family life, our
recreation or sport; and these are good things, but we must
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also be aware that we have to pray for a
humble spirit.
 Pray for all things; depend on the Lord for
everything. Just consider how having the
physical ability to continue with a busy
schedule is something to praise the Lord for!
 Ask for insight and the patience to deal with
problems. The Lord is faithful, He often guides
us in details we did not even think through
and we experience His presence with us and
His love and provision is abundant.

then communication stopped. The friend got
worried and tried to phone, sent several
messages, but to no effect. At last he got hold of
the person through a mutual friend. The person’s
defence was that they found it a bother to have
to keep the phone charged. They were too busy!
Such behaviour seems unthankful and hard to
believe, but it happens.

God’s people have been given a wonderful tool
for communicating with the Lord; and it often
remains untouched. Am I taking the time to use
Since many of us use cell phones (even in the
the tool our Heavenly Bridegroom gave the us as
small town where I live now) the social media
His bride to communicate with Him? Do I keep
takes up a lot of our time. However we still find my thoughts and words charged with joy and
the time to check on our messages and to answer thankfulness so that my prayers will come
them. Can we not do the same for our prayer
spontaneously?
life?
May God make us faithful to grow in
Can you think of this scenario: a friend gave a
understanding of these tasks and be true
person a lovely cell phone and its charger,
intercessors, to stand spotless before JESUS when
showing the person how to charge and how to
He comes! Thessalonians 5 : 23 -24 .
use it. The friend also loaded a considerable
~ Written by Annetta Wheeler
amount of airtime and data on the phone. For a
Dutch
Reformed Church, Lady Grey. †
week or two the person used the cell phone and
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Talking
to the
Dead?

C

ommunicating with ancestral spirits has
been common practice on each continent
of the earth. European, African, American,
Australian and Asian nations have all their own
particular brand of ancestral practices that go
back many millennia. Some of the European and
African cultures have merged the practice of
Christian worship with attempts at
communication with the dead. We need to
examine if this is an acceptable practice for
Spirit-filled, New Testament believers who say
they love and serve Jesus Christ.
Who are the ancestors?
The ancestors are past relatives who have died.
What are ancestral spirits or familiar spirits?
These are spiritual entities that claim to be the
departed spirits of those who were close to, or
were related to us.
How are they contacted after death?
Each country and culture have their various
methods they use to get in touch with such spirits
of the past.
Why do they want to communicate with the
dead?
 Some feel that the departed have sacred
wisdom for the living. These spirits were also
considered wise while they were alive on earth
as people; so those who contact them would not
like to lose their wisdom to death.
 Others seek ancestral spirits to help them with
56
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enemies; or advise them on how to handle
family business.
 Some do it to bring closure to the past, to make
peace and resolve unsettled differences.
 In the end, most look for guidance and
assurance of an afterlife through speaking to
the dead.
Ancestors in European Culture?
Ancient Romans prayed to the ancestors to guide
them and help them in their life’s journey. Small
figurines would be constructed as an image
representing the departed they were praying to.
Later on, the communicating with and praying to
the ancestors was adopted by old-traditional
Christian Churches. Known as the veneration of
the “Saints”; Christians created traditions that
contradicted much of early Church’s teachings.
The History of the Word Venerate according to
Merriam Webster Dictionary:
borrowed from Latin venerātus, past participle
of Latin venerārī "to solicit the good will of (a
deity), worship, pay homage to, hold in awe,"
verbal derivative of vener-, venus "sexual
desire, qualities exciting desire, charm, (as
proper noun) goddess personifying sexual
attractiveness" (probably originally in cognate
accusative phrase Venerem venerārī "to
propitiate Venus," extended to other deities)
A particular traditional Church would be
dedicated to a particular patron saint that
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specialises in specific needs. St. Christopher is the
patron saint of travellers. Certain religious people
pray to him and ask him to divinely protect them
on their journeys. St Christopher was a real
person who existed around 300 years after the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. St
Christopher was martyred by a Roman emperor.
Wikipedia tells us that:
“His most famous legend tells that he carried a

child, who was unknown to him, across a river
before the child revealed himself as Christ.
Therefore, he is the patron saint of travellers, and
small images of him are often worn around the
neck, on a bracelet, carried in a pocket, or placed
in vehicles by Christians”.
There are many hundreds of ancestral saints
honoured and prayed to today by religious
Christians. In more modern times spiritists and
psychic mediums mix occult and Christian
traditions in their attempts to contact the dead.
Ancestors in African and Asian traditions?
Within the African tradition, as well as the many
various Asian traditions, the contacting of
departed spirits is facilitated by a traditional
healer, witch or shamanic priest. Through various
rituals, the ancestors are allegedly summoned,
and communicate through the facilitator or
directly with the person making the inquiry.
Interactions are very real and many people can
confirm and testify that they have spoken to
some otherworldly being from “the other side”.
What does this mean for SpiritSpirit-Filled, New
Testament Believers?
To deny the existence of a person,s past is silly. It
is important to acknowledge that our ancestors
existed, and that there are those who have made
some sort of contribution to a community, city or
nation in one way or another. Celebrating a
special day for the memory of that person is also
a wonderful way to commemorate the efforts of
the past. The Bible, however, makes it clear that
while Jesus acknowledges the importance of the
Jewish ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses
and Elijah – there was nothing that those
departed men could do for people in the present
life. Their past actions and teachings could
inspire and be a testimony but nothing more.
We should consider one real encounter with
ancestors where Jesus was transfigured
(transformed) and glorified before some select
disciples. (See Matthew 17:1–8, Mark 9:2–8, Luke
9:28–36).

From the Gospel according to Matthew 17:1-8 NLT
we get the following account:

“Six days later Jesus took Peter and the two
brothers, James and John, and led them up a high
mountain to be alone. As the men watched, Jesus’
appearance was transformed so that his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as
white as light. Suddenly, Moses and Elijah
appeared and began talking with Jesus.
Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it’s wonderful for us to be
here! If you want, I’ll make three shelters as
memorials—one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.”
But even as he spoke, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me
great joy. Listen to Him.” The disciples were
terrified and fell face down on the ground. Then
Jesus came over and touched them. “Get up,” He
said. “Don’t be afraid.” And when they looked up,
Moses and Elijah were gone, and they saw only
Jesus.”
While Jesus was a relatively new person to the
Jewish community at large, Moses and Elijah were
“superheroes” of the Jewish faith and nation who
contributed so much to the richness of their
culture. Their influence was so important to the
present disciples that kept company with Jesus,
that Peter still found it necessary to suggest the
building of a memorial to house Elijah and Moses.
This was despite the fact that Jesus was the Son of
God, exalted in glory before them.
We see that our Father from Heaven responded
immediately by declaring that Jesus is His
beloved, and that believers should LISTEN TO
HIM.
HIM This voice from heaven caused the men to
cower in terror. This declaration by the Father
was a powerful one, and authoritative. Jesus is the
one whose voice we should give our confidence
too - not to the heroes of the past that we love so
much. From this account, where the Father made
His statement about Jesus - Moses and Elijah
disappear and they are left with the most
important one of the New Testament – Jesus.
This account becomes a very definitive answer for
us as Spirit-filled, New Testament believers – that
those heroes and ancestors of the past, if they do
have a voice, it means very little for us today.
The book of Hebrews 1:1-4 NLT confirms this
saying: “Long ago God spoke many times and in

many ways to our ancestors through the
prophets. And now in these final days, he has
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA

|

57

spoken to us through his Son. God promised
everything to the Son as an inheritance, and
through the Son He created the universe. The Son
radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very
character of God, and He sustains everything by
the mighty power of His command. When He had
cleansed us from our sins, He sat down in the
place of honour at the right hand of the majestic
God in heaven. This shows that the Son is far
greater than the angels, just as the name God
gave Him is greater than their names.”

or acquaintances were not born again, chances
are they are not visiting you from heaven, but
rather they are awaiting God’s judgement in Hell
for all their sins they have committed during
their lives on earth.

God speaks to US through His son. Who wants the
word of a dead ancestor when we can have the
word of Jesus directly in our lives? Our ancestors
pale in comparison to who Jesus was and is. Our
ancestors are not God. Jesus is God and the Son of
the Father. Our ancestors did not die for us,
neither did they rise from the dead for us. Jesus
died for us and He also rose again to reign forever
at our Father’s right hand. Our ancestors do not
cleanse us from sins. Our ancestors are not
almighty creators. Why listen to mere humans
when we can listen to the Lord God Almighty!

If our ancestors died and their spirit has returned
to God for judgement who are we speaking too?
This is the question many fear to face, because
the answer may not be what they want to hear. If
the person communicating with them is not
actually their ancestor, who can it then be?

The cloud of Witnesses?
Hebrews 111:1-40 and Hebrews 12:1 the scriptures
tell us that we are surrounded by a cloud of
witnesses, namely the godly ancestors of the past.
These are they who have died and have gone on
to glory. The Bible clearly states that they are
witnesses, NOT messengers.
If God wanted them to help us; if God wanted us
to venerate or speak to them to ask them for help;
He would have told us to do so. We forget that
these witnesses are ordinary spiritual brothers
and sisters who have gone before us, who ran the
race well. Their example in obedience and faith is
what we should follow. Their current voice
carries no weight in our lives.
Understanding what happens at death?
When we die Ecclesiastes 12:7 KVJ says:

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it”.
When we die we return to the Lord.
To do what? Hebrews 9:27 NLT says:

“Each person is destined to die once and after
that comes judgment”.
We are judged by God for the work we do in our
bodies, good and bad. If we are not “born again”
by believing on Jesus Christ, no matter how much
good we have done in this world – our eternity is
set for the lake of fire. So if our departed family
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Ecclesiastes 9:4-6 NLT and Psalms 146:4 brings us
to the same conclusions; that those trying to
communicate with us from beyond the grave are
probably not our ancestors, because if they were,
how could they advise the living?

Ancient demons have become well practiced
deceiving people for millennia. If their father
(Satan) is a liar, then naturally the demons will
also be liars too, following in his footsteps. These
lying demons are happy to deceive you and pose
as a loved one or ancestor. Giving you twisted
advice to help you trip-up in your decisions about
life and death matters. If a demon can mislead
you, he will try leading you to your own
destruction. Galatians 5:19-21 tells us that those
involved with these contacting the false familiar
spirits or ancestral spirits will never inherit the
Kingdom of God.
There is a danger of deception?
The enemy wants to fool us and destroy us
through practices that will harm us. While the
devil convinces people that these “cultural”
practices are an honour for them to participate
in, they are actually a clever trap to deceive and
destroy the participants. 1 Peter 5:8 NLT, warns us
saying that we MUST “Stay alert! Watch out for

your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around
like a roaring lion, looking for someone to
devour”.
Demons are keen observers. They are constantly
watching, and learning about us, looking for a
way to take advantage of our needs and
insecurities. These creatures of darkness are able
to recall the past life stories of those who have
died. They use the information to deceive people
with false communications by posing as ancestors
or familiar spirits. If they can convince you that
they are our loved ones, communicating from the
world of the dead, then they have got you in their
clutches. You will be open now to their full
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manipulation and deceptions.
If we have challenges, concerns, insecurities and
problems we can bring them before God, to His
very throne room (See Hebrews 4:16; 1 Peter 5:7)
We do not need the agency of our dead ancestors.
Is Jesus dead, and Christians pray to Him?
Jesus died, but unlike our ancestors – He defeated
death and the Spirit of God raised Him up again.
He then ascended to heaven and has been seated
in a place of honour next to the Father. His Holy
Spirit also dwells within the reborn of God; and
we are able to experience His living power within
us at work to change us (Read 1 John 5:7; 1
Corinthians 15:3-9; Ephesians 2:6).
Does the Old Testament allow you to consult with
the spirits of dead ancestors?
The Old Testament expressly forbade the practice
of talking to the dead – including necromancy.
(See Leviticus 19:31 NLT and Chronicles 10:13 to
14 NLT).
Can I be in right standing with God and
communicate with the dead?
In Isaiah 8:19 – 22 NLT we receive an interesting
warning by the Lord concerning those who
consult the spirits of the ancestors who have died.

“Someone may say to you, Let’s ask the mediums
and those who consult the spirits of the dead.
With their whisperings and mutterings, they will
tell us what to do” But shouldn’t people ask God
for guidance? Should the living seek guidance
from the dead?
Look to God’s instructions and teachings! People
who contradict his word are completely in the
dark. They will go from one place to another,
weary and hungry. And because they are hungry,
they will rage and curse their king and their God.
They will look up to heaven and down at the
earth, but wherever they look, there will be
trouble and anguish and dark despair. They will
be thrown out into the darkness.”
The truth is many who consult dead spirits have
placed themselves in a place of darkness – never
finding the real answers. Always spiritually
thirsty and hungry, but never fulfilled. The
ancestral spirits are demons in disguise. They
feed off of us and drain us; but never fulfil or
satisfy in return. People listening to them only
find disappointment at the end of the journey.
We can come to Jesus and find our needs fulfilled
better than any can give. John 6:35-40 NLT, the
Lord assures us saying: “I am the bread of life.

Whoever comes to Me will never be hungry again.
Whoever believes in Me will never be thirsty. But
you haven’t believed in Me even though you have
seen me. However, those the Father has given Me
will come to Me, and I will never reject them. For
I have come down from heaven to do the will of
God who sent Me, not to do My own will. And this
is the will of God, that I should not lose even one
of all those He has given Me, but that I should
raise them up at the last day. For it is my Father’s
will that all who see His Son and believe in Him
should have eternal life. I will raise them up at
the last day.”
Is talking to the dead really so evil?
The Lord Jesus says that the fruit of a tree can tell
you much about the tree. If the fruit is bad fruit;
then we can conclude so are the roots, that feed
the tree, to grow the fruit (Read Matthew 7:1520). The fruit is the consequences of our actions.
The roots are where we draw our inspiration
from. One must observe the whole picture with
regards to speaking to the dead. Every act and
practice tells us something about the fruit and
roots. Those who contact the dead, what do we
see in their actions? They are many times
involved in one or more practice that is forbidden
by the Lord such as: Fortune telling or placing of
curses, witchcraft to summon the dead, ritual
sacrifices, killings to use human body parts as
charms and medicines.
This has always been part of my culture?
God is purifying and preparing a bride that will
bring glory to God. While certain behaviour and
practices may be tolerated by Him for a while; He
inevitably brings a fire to cleanse the chaff in our
lives; and a shaking that removes what should not
be. This godly discipline is for those who are
reborn sons and daughters of God. If you consider
yourself a son or daughter of the most high God,
and you dabble in sorcery such as talking to the
dead, do not be surprised when the discipline of
God comes over you and your household.
Obedience brings the presence of God, but
disobedience keeps us from God’s presence. We
cannot be obedient and disobedient to God at the
same time. If you do not turn away from
contacting the dead, then you will find Him
leaving and you will be left wide open to the
attacks of Satan’s demons.
~ Taken from “The Ancestors: A Biblical
Perspective” by EAR2HEAR †
WWW.EAR2HEAR.CO.ZA
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Mission
Asia 2000
REPORT

T

he wonder of the Lord never ceases to
inspire the teams at Mission: Asia
2000. Several times a year the most
extraordinary newsletters come to us with
amazing testimonies of God’s saving power.
We share with you some highlights of the
year that have stood out for this ministry.

TEACHING ABOUT THE
BAPTISM IN THE HOLY
SPIRIT
When sister Yvonne was in the Philippines earlier
in 2019, the Lord put it on her heart that she
should give some teaching about the Baptism in
the Holy Spirit. She felt that not everyone in the
Filipino team of about 12 people were really filled
or baptised in the Holy Spirit.
At the gathering of the team members she
presented a message prepared ahead of time. She
started by reading from Acts 1:8:
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit

witnesses about Him and His work after they had
received the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Because
only then would they have the right kind of power
to do the work they must do properly.
While she was still explaining these things, there
were some, of whom she least expected it that
burst out in tongues. What a wonderful, glorious
time of praise and worship they then had!
Later on they prayed especially for those who had
not yet received this marvellous gift.

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to the This 2019 trip was an amazing one and the fruit of
ends of the earth”.
it is still being seen and experienced by many
months later.
She also read from Acts 1:4 which says:
“but wait for the gift the Father promised… but in

a few days you will be baptised with the Holy
Spirit”.
She explained that Jesus wanted them to be
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NORMA’S BIBLE STUDY
Mission: Asia 2000’s oldest Filipino team member
is Norma. Outwardly she might not appear to be
doing much, as some of the others, and she might
look as if she is pretty slow in doing various tasks
|
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compared to other younger members of the team.
Never let looks or age deceive you.
The team members and Yvonne had one
marvellous time with her when they visited her
Bible study earlier in 2019 in the Philippines. To
their greatest surprise, she had five unsaved
friends also visiting. After doing the usual Bible
study with her group, she started focussing on her
unsaved friends.
She did the first Bible study with them on
“How to become a child of God”. She translated
everything – she did the complete Bible study in
their native tongue – Ilocano. Yvonne could not
understand it, but in the Spirit she was certain
that Norma is doing the Bible study in a very good
and understandable way for these unsaved
friends.
What joy she and her companions had when
Norma came to the end, and explained to us that
these new ladies will now pray to accept the Lord.
What a miracle took place in front of their eyes –

all five of them were now “sisters in the Lord” and
“new creatures in Christ”.
Even on the main photo one can see how lovely
their faces are after they have accepted Jesus
Christ as Lord and Saviour. Norma will follow
them up faithfully so that they can become part of
one of her Bible study groups.
This is the ongoing legacy of the work being done
in the Philippines and Cambodia as disciples make
disciples… and then those disciples in turn make
other disciples. The multiplication effect is fully
underway, and through it the Lord shows us that
the harvest is not only plentiful, but ready for the
picking.
Consider registering to receive
their English and Afrikaans newsletter
via email.
E-mail: asia2000@global.co.za
Website: www.asia2000.za.org †

Support the Growing Work in Asia!
Mission: Asia 2000 is a registered NPO (153-872 NPO)
Standard Bank: Montana Branch
Account No: 020175876
IBT Code: 015945

ABSA Bank: Kempton Park Branch
Account No: 9064970731
IBT Code: 50444244
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Palm Tree Executive Committee 2019

Palm Tree

I

f we could summarise the year Palm Tree
Leadership Forum (PTLF) has had in 2019; we
could say it has been a year of equipping and
strengthening of foundations.

It was in 2018 that PTLF undertook an ambitious
project of moving from their comfortable
headquarters in Pretoria East into communities
situated in rural South Africa. To do this would
require them to establish branches where
communities of concerned brothers and sisters
could come together with the purpose of reaching
the youth. In these branches, there would be a
focus on prayer, training and encouragement.
Three functioning branches were subsequently
established with more on their way.
While 2018 had good prayer focus, 2019 was a
year of equipping leaders so they could be more
effective in reaching the youth within their
communities.
Petra Institute for Children's Ministry has been
focusing their training efforts in equipping future
trainers among the PTLF group. Courtney
Hendricks & Carle Jonker, along with the team
have been very instrumental in helping the
leaders to “Enter the World of a Child” and to
“Walk with Wounded Children”.
The Dorothea Mission grounds have been
particularly useful in hosting workshops and
training that has taken place over several days.
The Leeufontein PTLF Branch in Mpumalanga
also did an exceptional job hosting the trainers
from Petra in their community for a workshop.
Maria dos Santos from Seeds of Righteousness
gave an amazing workshop on healing ethnic
divisions at the Soshanguve PTLF Branch.
Branch This
workshop was very well received in a community
grappling with issues of healing and
reconciliation.
Teen Challenge from Pretoria has a wonderful
community awareness program on substance
abuse that they presented to the Klipgat PTLF
62
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Leadership Forum
2019 Report
Branch.
Branch Their strategy is to incorporate
communities so they can be instrumental in
helping those addicted to drugs and alcohol.
Marleen and Monica from Operation Mobilization
hosted a workshop known as "The Reading
Holiday Club” in Pretoria East for the PTLF
leaders interested in teaching the young people in
their communities how to read.
Sarel Van Der Merwe from Wycliff Bible
translators did a Bible Story workshop at the
Klipgat PTLF Branch in July 2019 to assist leaders
in their desire to relate Biblical principles to the
younger generation orally.
We are also thankful to all the organisations who
equipped the PTLF forum leaders this year. We
are also grateful for their assistance in making the
training affordable for them.
We are also very grateful to the executive
committee and the Branch Facilitators who
worked incredibly hard in 2019 to ensure that the
year of training could be completed. We are
looking forward to 2020. We believe it will be a
vibrant year of prayer and victory.
~ Visit PTLF’s website today to get the latest news,
updates, events information and photos.
www.ptlf.org.za
PTLF is a registered NPO (178-911 NPO)
Consider supporting Palm Tree Leadership Forum
Account name: PALM TREE LEADERSHIP FORUM
Account number: 200 638 212 8
Nedbank Branch Code: 143 405
Reference: Your Cell Phone Number †
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